
 

 

 

  
 

 

An Order for Evening Prayer 

Sunday 28th February, 2021. The Second Sunday of Lent 

St Nicholas Church, Brighton 

 
  



The minister shall say 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.  Ps 51.17. 
 

BELOVED, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 
company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and 
praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins ; to pray, as well for others as 
for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth 
in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things as their 
well-being doth require. 
 
Wherefore let us keep silence, and remember God’s presence with us now. 
 
Then shall follow the General Confession, to be said of the whole congregation after the 
Minister: 
 

O GOD, our Father, we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: we 
have not loved thee with all our heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; cleanse us from our sins; and help us to 
overcome our faults; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Absolution, or Remission of Sins, shall be pronounced by the Minister alone: 
 

MAY the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

The Minister shall say: 

Answer. 
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us; 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 

without end. Amen. 
Minister. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord’s name be praised. 



Then shall the office hymn be sung.  

All ye who seek a comfort sure 
in trouble and distress, 

whatever sorrow vex the mind, 
or guilt the soul oppress: 

 
Jesus, who gave himself for you 

upon the cross to die, 
opens to you his sacred heart; 

oh, to that heart draw nigh. 
 

Ye hear how kindly he invites; 
ye hear his words so blest: 

'all ye that labour come to me, 
and I will give you rest.' 

 
Jesus, thou joy of saints on high, 

thou hope of sinners here, 
attracted by those loving words 

to thee I lift my prayer. 
 

Wash thou my wounds in that dear blood, 
which forth from thee doth flow; 

new grace, new hope inspire, a new 
and better heart bestow. 

E. Caswall 

 

 Then shall be said the psalm appointed, psalm 135, the people joining in the bold type. 

PSALM 135 
 
O praise the Lord, laud ye the Name of the Lord * 
praise it, O ye servants of the Lord; 
 
Ye that stand in the house of the Lord * 
in the courts of the house of our God. 
 



O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious * 
O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 
 
For why? the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself * 
and Israel for his own possession. 
 
For I know that the Lord is great * 
and that our Lord is above all gods. 
 
Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth * 
and in the sea, and in all deep places. 
 
He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of the world * 
and sendeth forth lightnings with the rain, bringing the winds out of his treasures. 
 
He smote the first-born of Egypt * 
both of man and beast. 
 
He hath sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O thou land of Egypt * 
upon Pharaoh, and all his servants. 
 
He smote divers nations * 
and slew mighty kings; 
 
Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Basan * 
and all the kingdoms of Canaan; 
 
And gave their land to be an heritage * 
even an heritage unto Israel his people. 
 
Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever * 
so doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one generation to another. 
 
For the Lord will avenge his people * 
and be gracious unto his servants. 
 
As for the images of the heathen, they are but silver and gold * 
the work of men’s hands. 
 
They have mouths, and speak not * 
eyes have they, but they see not. 



They have ears, and yet they hear not * 
neither is there any breath in their mouths. 
 
They that make them are like unto them * 
and so are all they that put their trust in them. 
 
Praise the Lord, ye house of Israel * 
praise the Lord, ye house of Aaron. 
 
Praise the Lord, ye house of Levi * 
ye that fear the Lord, praise the Lord. 
 
Praised be the Lord out of Sion * 
who dwelleth at Jerusalem. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 

Then shall be read the first lesson, Genesis 12.1-9 

A READING from the book of Genesis 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing: 
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed. 
So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and 
Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that 
they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to 
go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 
And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. 
And the Canaanite was then in the land. 
And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and 
there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. 
And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his 



tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto 
the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord. 
And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 
 
Here ends the lesson. 
 
Then shall be said the Magnificat, the people joining in the bold type.  
 

MAGNIFICAT. 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  
and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 
 



Then shall be read the second lesson, Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16 

A READING from the letter to the Hebrews 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
For by it the elders obtained a good report. 
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 
By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 
By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 
For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of 
a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of 
the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they 
might have had opportunity to have returned. 
But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 
 
Here ends the lesson.  
 
 
Then shall be said the Nunc Dimittis, the people joining in the bold type.  
 

NUNC DIMITTIS. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen’:  
thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared :  
before the face of all people; 



To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by the Minister and the people,  

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead, He 
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints ; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Then shall be said these Prayers following, the Minister first pronouncing  

The Lord be with you; 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
    Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Then the Minister and people, shall say the Lord’s Prayer with a loud voice. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

 



Then the Minister shall say, 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister. O Lord, save the queen; 
Answer.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Answer.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister.  O Lord, save thy people; 
Answer.  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Answer.  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Minister.  O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Answer.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us 

 

Then shall follow four Collects; the first of the Day; the second for Lent; the third for Peace; the 
fourth for Aid against all Perils. 
 
Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves; Keep 
us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended 
from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which 
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made and dost 
forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect for Peace   
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
The Collect for Aid against all Perils   
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us    
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Then shall follow the reflection and the intercessions. 

Then shall follow the hymn.  

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury your pardon, Lord; 
And where there's doubt true faith in you.  

Refrain: 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 
And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

Refrain  

Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

In giving to all men that we receive; 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

Refrain 

Francis of Assisi, adapted by S. Temple 

 
 
 
 
 



Then shall follow the blessing. 
 
THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 
with you always.  
Amen.  


