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The minster shall say 
 
God is love; and he that abideth in love abideth in God and God in him.  1 John 4.16 
 

BELOVED, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 
company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and 
praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as 
for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth 
in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things as their 
well-being doth require. 
 
Wherefore let us keep silence, and remember God’s presence with us now. 
 
Then shall follow the General Confession, to be said of the whole congregation after the 
Minister: 
 

O GOD, our Father, we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: we 
have not loved thee with all our heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; cleanse us from our sins; and help us to 
overcome our faults; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Absolution, or Remission of Sins, shall be pronounced by the Minister alone: 
 

MAY the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Minister shall say: 
 

Answer. 
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us; 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 

without end. Amen. 
Minister. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord’s name be praised. 
 



Then shall the office hymn be sung.  

Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; 
enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver,  
let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never,  
nevermore they temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  
glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, thy new creation;  
true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  
perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  
till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love and praise. 

T: Charles Wesley M: J. Stainer 

Then shall be said the psalm appointed, the people joining in the bold type. 

PSALM 74 
 
O God, wherefore art thou absent from us so long * 
why is thy wrath so hot against the sheep of thy pasture? 
 
O think upon thy congregation * 
whom thou hast purchased, and redeemed of old. 
 



Think upon the tribe of thine inheritance * 
and mount Sion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 
 
Lift up thy feet, that thou mayest utterly destroy every enemy * 
which hath done evil in thy sanctuary. 
 
Thine adversaries roar in the midst of thy congregations * 
and set up their banners for tokens. 
 
He that hewed timber afore out of the thick trees * 
was known to bring it to an excellent work. 
 
But now they break down all the carved work thereof * 
with axes and hammers. 
 
They have set fire upon thy holy places * 
and have defiled the dwelling-place of thy Name, even unto the ground. 
 
Yea, they said in their hearts, Let us make havock of them altogether * 
thus have they burnt up all the houses of God in the land. 
 
We see not our tokens, there is not one prophet more * 
no, not one is there among us, that understandeth any more. 
 
O God, how long shall the adversary do this dishonour * 
how long shall the enemy blaspheme thy Name, for ever? 
 
Why withdrawest thou thy hand * 
why pluckest thou not thy right hand out of thy bosom to consume the enemy? 
 
For God is my King of old * 
the help that is done upon earth he doeth it himself. 
 
Thou didst divide the sea through thy power * 
thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. 
 
Thou smotest the heads of Leviathan in pieces * 
and gavest him to be meat for the people in the wilderness. 
 
Thou broughtest out fountains and waters out of the hard rocks * 
thou driedst up mighty waters. 



The day is thine, and the night is thine * 
thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 
 
Thou hast set all the borders of the earth * 
thou hast made summer and winter. 
 
Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy hath rebuked * 
and how the foolish people hath blasphemed thy Name. 
 
O deliver not the soul of thy turtle-dove unto the multitude of the enemies * 
and forget not the congregation of the poor for ever. 
 
Look upon the covenant * 
for all the earth is full of darkness, and cruel habitations. 
 
O let not the simple go away ashamed * 
but let the poor and needy give praise unto thy Name. 
 
Arise, O God, maintain thine own cause * 
remember how the foolish man blasphemeth thee daily. 
 
Forget not the voice of thine enemies * 
the presumption of them that hate thee increaseth ever more and more. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  Amen. 
 
Then shall be read the first lesson, Job 19.1-27a 

 
A READING from the book of Job 
 
“How long will you torment me, 
    and break me in pieces with words? 
These ten times you have cast reproach upon me; 
    are you not ashamed to wrong me? 
And even if it be true that I have erred, 
    my error remains with myself. 
If indeed you magnify yourselves against me, 



    and make my humiliation an argument against me, 
know then that God has put me in the wrong, 
    and closed his net about me. 
Behold, I cry out, ‘Violence!’ but I am not answered; 
    I call aloud, but there is no justice. 
He has walled up my way, so that I cannot pass, 
    and he has set darkness upon my paths. 
He has stripped from me my glory, 
    and taken the crown from my head. 
He breaks me down on every side, and I am gone, 
    and my hope has he pulled up like a tree. 
He has kindled his wrath against me, 
    and counts me as his adversary. 
His troops come on together; 
    they have cast up siegeworks against me, 
    and encamp round about my tent. 
 
“He has put my brethren far from me, 
    and my acquaintances are wholly estranged from me. 
My kinsfolk and my close friends have failed me; 
    the guests in my house have forgotten me; 
my maidservants count me as a stranger; 
    I have become an alien in their eyes. 
I call to my servant, but he gives me no answer; 
    I must beseech him with my mouth. 
I am repulsive to my wife, 
    loathsome to the sons of my own mother. 
Even young children despise me; 
    when I rise they talk against me. 
All my intimate friends abhor me, 
    and those whom I loved have turned against me. 
My bones cleave to my skin and to my flesh, 
    and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth. 
Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, 
    for the hand of God has touched me! 
Why do you, like God, pursue me? 
    Why are you not satisfied with my flesh? 
 



“Oh that my words were written! 
    Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
    they were graven in the rock for ever! 
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
    and at last he will stand upon the earth;  
and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
    then from my flesh I shall see God,  
whom I shall see on my side,  
    and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
    My heart faints within me! 
 
Here ends the lesson. 
 
Then shall be said the Magnificat, the people joining in the bold type.  
 

MAGNIFICAT. 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  
and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 



He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 
 
Then shall be read the second lesson, Hebrews 8 

A READING from the letter to the Hebrews 

 
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the 
sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. For every high 
priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this priest also 
to have something to offer. Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, 
since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. They serve a copy and 
shadow of the heavenly sanctuary; for when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was 
instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern 
which was shown you on the mountain.” But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry 
which is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, 
since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion for a second. 
 
For he finds fault with them when he says: 
 
“The days will come, says the Lord, 
when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah; 
not like the covenant that I made with their fathers 
on the day when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
for they did not continue in my covenant, 
and so I paid no heed to them, says the Lord. 
This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: 
I will put my laws into their minds, 
and write them on their hearts, 
and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 



And they shall not teach every one his fellow 
or every one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
for all shall know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest. 
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 
and I will remember their sins no more.” 
 

In speaking of a new covenant he treats the first as obsolete. And what is becoming 
obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
 
Here ends the lesson.  
 
Then shall be said the Nunc Dimittis, the people joining in the bold type.  
 

NUNC DIMITTIS. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen’:  
thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared :  
before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by the Minister and the people,  

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead, He 
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints ; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Then shall be said these Prayers following, the Minister first pronouncing  

The Lord be with you; 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Then the Minister and people, shall say the Lord’s Prayer with a loud voice. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Then the Minister shall say, 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister. O Lord, save the Queen; 
Answer.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Answer.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister.  O Lord, save thy people; 
Answer.  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Answer.  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Minister.  O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Answer.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us 

 

Then shall follow three Collects; the first of the Day; the second for Peace; the third for Aid 
against all Perils. 
 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
 
O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth; 
We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those 
things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
The Collect for Peace   
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 
The Collect for Aid against all Perils   
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us    
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   Amen. 
 

Then shall follow the reflection and the intercessions. 

Then shall follow the hymn.  

King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love Thee; 

and that love may never cease, 
I will move Thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, 
Thou hast heard me; 

Thou didst note my working breast, 
Thou hast spared me. 

 
Wherefore with my utmost art 

I will sing Thee, 
and the cream of all my heart 

I will bring Thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 

Thou didst clear me; 
and alone, when they replied, 

Thou didst hear me. 



Sev'n whole days, not one in sev'n, 
I will praise Thee; 

in my heart, though not in heav'n, 
I can raise Thee. 

Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enroll Thee: 

e'en eternity's too short 
to extol Thee. 

 
George Herbert 

 
Then shall follow the blessing. 
 
THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 
with you always.  
Amen.  
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