
 
 

 
 

 

An Order for Evening Prayer 

Sunday 17th January, 2021  

The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 

St Nicholas’ Church, Brighton 

 

 



The minister shall say 
 

From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name is great 
among the nations; and in every place incense is offered unto my name, and a pure 
offering: for my name is great among the nations, saith the Lord. Malachi 1.11  
 

BELOVED, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 

company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and 
praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as 
for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth 
in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things as their 
well-being doth require. 
 
Wherefore let us keep silence, and remember God’s presence with us now. 
 

Then shall follow the General Confession, to be said of the whole congregation after the 
Minister: 

O GOD, our Father, we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: we 

have not loved thee with all our heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves. Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; cleanse us from our sins; and help 
us to overcome our faults; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Absolution, or Remission of Sins, shall be pronounced by the Minister alone: 
 

MAY the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 

your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

The Minister shall say: 
 

Answer. 
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us; 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 

without end. Amen. 
Minister. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord’s name be praised. 



Then shall the office hymn be sung. 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Be all else but naught to me, save that Thou art; 

Be Thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
Be Thou ever with me, and I with Thee, Lord; 
Be Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 

Be Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Be Thou my Breastplate, my Sword for the fight; 
Be Thou my whole Armour, be Thou my true Might; 
Be Thou my soul's Shelter, be Thou my strong Tow’r, 

O raise Thou me heav’nward, great Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise; 
Be Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Be Thou and Thou only the first in my heart, 

O high King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
 

High King of heaven, Thou heaven's bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys, after vict'ry is won; 

Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be Thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

(Trad. Irish, trans. Eleanor Hull) 
 
Then shall be said the psalm appointed, psalm 96, the people joining in the bold type. 
 

PSALM 96 

 
O sing to the Lord a new song * 
   sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 
Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name * 
   be telling of his salvation from day to day. 
 



Declare his honour unto the heathen * 
   and his wonders unto all people. 
 
For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised * 
   he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 
As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols * 
   but it is the Lord that made the heavens. 
 
Glory and worship are before him * 
   power and honour are in his sanctuary. 
 
Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people * 
   ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 
 
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name * 
   bring presents, and come into his courts. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness * 
   let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
 
Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King * 
   and that it is he who hath made the round world so fast that it cannot be moved;  
   and how that he shall judge the people righteously. 
 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad * 
   let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is. 
 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it* 
   Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord     
 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth * 
   And with righteousness to judge the world, and the people his truth. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

 



Then shall be read the first lesson, Isaiah 60.9-22 
 

A READING from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from 
far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the 
Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 
And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto 
thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee. 
Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that 
men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be 
brought. 
For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations 
shall be utterly wasted. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine 
tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the 
place of my feet glorious. 
The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that 
despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call 
thee; The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Whereas thou has been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will 
make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. 
Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and 
thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of 
Jacob. 
For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for 
stones iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy 
borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 
The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory. 
Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 
Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of 
my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. 
A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the Lord will 
hasten it in his time. 
 
Here ends the first lesson. 



Then shall be said the Magnificat, the people joining in the bold type.  
 

MAGNIFICAT. 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
 
For he hath regarded : 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
 
For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 
 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  
and holy is his name. 
 
And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 
 
He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
 
He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Then shall be read the second lesson, Hebrews 6.17 - 7.10 
 
A READING from the letter to the Hebrews 
 
Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the 
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 
That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might 
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
before us: 
Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil; 
Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec. 
For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 
To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of 
righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 
Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, 
nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 
Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave 
the tenth of the spoils. 
And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, 
have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their 
brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: 
But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and 
blessed him that had the promises. 
And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 
And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is 
witnessed that he liveth. 
And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. 
For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him. 
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: 
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others. 



But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved;) 
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: 
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 
   
Here ends the second lesson.  
 

Then shall be said the Nunc Dimittis, the people joining in the bold type.  

 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS. 

 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
according to thy word. 
 
For mine eyes have seen’:  
thy salvation, 
 
Which thou hast prepared :  
before the face of all people; 
 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

 

 



Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by the Minister and the people,  

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead, He 
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints ; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Then shall be said these Prayers following, the Minister first pronouncing  

The Lord be with you; 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Then the Minister and people, shall say the Lord’s Prayer with a loud voice. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Then the Minister shall say, 
 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister. O Lord, save the Queen; 
Answer.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Answer.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister.  O Lord, save thy people; 
Answer.  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Answer.  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 



 
Minister.  O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Answer.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us 

 

Then shall follow three Collects; the first of the Day; the second for Peace; the third for Aid 
against all Perils. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth; 
Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the days of 
our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

The Collect for Peace 
   
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.   
Amen. 
 
The Collect for Aid against all Perils   
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us    
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   
Amen. 
 
Then shall follow the reflection & intercessions. 
 
After the intercessions shall follow the song,  

 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you; 

allelu, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

allelu, alleluia. 
 



You shall not live by bread alone, 
but by ev'ry word 

that proceeds from the mouth of God; 
allelu, alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
allelu, alleluia. 

 
Ask and it shall be given unto you, 

seek and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you; 

allelu, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

allelu, alleluia. 
(v. 1: Karen Lafferty (b. 1948) 

vs. 2 and 3: unknown, based on Matthew 6:33; 7:7 
© 1972 Maranatha! Music/Copycare Ltd) 

 
Then shall follow the blessing. 
 
THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 
with you always.  
Amen.  
 

CCLI:  2215476 (C) Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England 2000. 


