
 

  

  

 
 

 

An Order for Evening Prayer 
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St Nicholas’ Church, Brighton 

 
  



The minster shall say 
 
Seeing that we have a great high priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 4.14,16 
 

BELOVED, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 
company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and 
praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins ; to pray, as well for others as 
for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth 
in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things as their 
well-being doth require. 
 
Wherefore let us keep silence, and remember God’s presence with us now. 
 
Then shall follow the General Confession, to be said of the whole congregation after the 
Minister: 
 

O GOD, our Father, we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: we 
have not loved thee with all our heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; cleanse us from our sins; and help us to 
overcome our faults; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Absolution, or Remission of Sins, shall be pronounced by the Minister alone: 
 

MAY the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 
your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Minister shall say: 
 

Answer. 
O Lord, open thou our lips; 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us; 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Minister. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 

without end. Amen. 
Minister. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord’s name be praised. 



Then shall the office hymn be sung.  

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  
to his throne beyond the skies. Alleluia!  

Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia!  
enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia! 

There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia!  
lift your heads, eternal gates. Alleluia!  

He has conquered death and sin; Alleluia!  
take the King of glory in. Alleluia! 

Highest heaven its Lord receives; Alleluia!  
yet he loves the earth he leaves. Alleluia!  
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  

still he calls us all his own. Alleluia! 

Still for us he intercedes; Alleluia!  
his atoning death he pleads, Alleluia!  

near himself prepares our place, Alleluia!  
he the firstfruits of our race. Alleluia! 

There we shall with you remain, Alleluia!  
partners of your endless reign, Alleluia!  
see you with unclouded view, Alleluia!  

find our heaven of heavens in you. Alleluia! 

Charles Wesley 

Then shall be said the psalms appointed, psalm 69 and 70, the people joining in the bold type. 

PSALM 8 
 
O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world * 
thou that has set thy glory above the heavens! 
 
Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, because 
of thine enemies * 
that thou mightest still the enemy, and the avenger. 
 
For I will consider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers * 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained. 
 



What is man, that thou art mindful of him * 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 
 
Thou madest him lower than the angels * 
to crown him with glory and worship. 
 
Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands * 
and thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet; 
 
All sheep and oxen * 
yea, and the beasts of the field; 
 
The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea * 
and whatsoever walketh through the paths of the seas. 
 
O Lord our Governor * 
how excellent is thy Name in all the world! 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end.  Amen. 
 
 

Then shall be read the first lesson, Song of the Three 29-37  

(Deuterocanonical section of Daniel 3) 

A READING from the Prophet Daniel 

 
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers: and to be praised and exalted above all for 
ever. 
And blessed is thy glorious and holy name: and to be praised and exalted above all for 
ever. 
Blessed art thou in the temple of thine holy glory: and to be praised and glorified above all 
for ever. 
Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, and sittest upon the cherubims: and to be 
praised and exalted above all for ever. 
Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom: and to be praised and glorified 
above all for ever. 



Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven: and above all to be praised and glorified for 
ever. 
O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for ever, 
O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord : praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever. 
 
Here ends the lesson. 
 
Then shall be said the Magnificat, the people joining in the bold type.  

 
MAGNIFICAT. 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  
and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
world without end. Amen. 



Then shall be read the second lesson, Revelation 5 

A READING from the book of Revelation 

 
And I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written 
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a strong angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one 
in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into 
it, and I wept much that no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into 
it. Then one of the elders said to me, “Weep not; lo, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders, I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth; and he went and took the 
scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had 
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints; and they sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy art thou to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
for thou wast slain and by thy blood didst ransom men for God 
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
and hast made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on earth.” 
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” And I 
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 
therein, saying, “To him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might for ever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
Here ends the lesson.  
 
Then shall be said the Nunc Dimittis, the people joining in the bold type.  

 
 
 
 



NUNC DIMITTIS. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 
according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen’:  
thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared :  
before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 

Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by the Minister and the people,  

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 
buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead, He 
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints ; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Then shall be said these Prayers following, the Minister first pronouncing  

The Lord be with you; 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
    Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Then the Minister and people, shall say the Lord’s Prayer with a loud voice. 



OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Then the Minister shall say, 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister. O Lord, save the Queen; 
Answer.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Minister. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
Answer.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Minister.  O Lord, save thy people; 
Answer.  And bless thine inheritance. 
Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Answer.  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Minister.  O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Answer.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us 

 

Then shall follow three Collects; the first of the Day; the second for Peace; the third for Aid 
against all Perils. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens; so we may also in heart 
and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 
The Collect for Peace   
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.   
Amen. 
 
 
 



The Collect for Aid against all Perils   
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us    
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.   
Amen. 
 
Then shall follow the reflection and the intercessions. 

Then shall follow the hymn.  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 
Jesus, the Saviur, reigns, 

The God of truth and love; 
When He has purged our stains, 

He took his seat above; 
Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 
Rejoice in glorious hope! 

Our Lord and judge shall come 
And take His servants up 

To their eternal home: 
Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Charles Wesley 
 
 
 



Then shall follow the blessing. 
 
THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 
with you always.  
Amen.  
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