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ST NICK’S NEWS:  JUNE  2020                       
 
From the Curate 
Walking up the path in the Church yard in late 
February, an age ago, Fr Dominic and I had a 
conversation about what would happen if churches 
were closed for Holy Week.  
 
It was pure hypothesis, neither of us seeming to 
believe that it would be the case. What I remember 
most distinctly is our certainty that, if this improbable thing were to 
happen, then surely things would all be back to normal by Pentecost, by 
Trinity Sunday, by Corpus Christi. If we weren’t able to worship all 
together at Easter, we would bring that Easter joy to those three feasts.  
 
The whole conversation seems wonderfully naïve now. We simply did 
not anticipate these three long months of lockdown.  
 
We have celebrated those feasts together as best we can through our 
tablets, phones, and computer screens, and now we find ourselves back 
in ordinary time, but things are still rather less than ordinary.  
 
The tiny managed steps we take back to normality remind us of how 
strange it all is still. We meet friends we have missed in their gardens 
not their homes, see family after a long separation with the government 
guidance about not hugging ringing in our ears. The most normal thing 
in my household is my son’s return to the rhythm of nursery, but even 
this has made us more conscious of the thousands of children still at 
home without their friends and far away from the best efforts of their 
teachers, and how strange it is to watch children playing apart from one 
another in parks and on the seafront. 
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All through these weeks, Fr Dominic and I have continued to pray for 
you and on your behalf in our church. We have seen rows of seats where 
your familiar faces should be, heard the echo of our own voice instead of 
the chorus of your amens.  
 
It has been unspeakably strange to pray in a locked Church. At times it 
feels profoundly wrong, at other times, an expression of the tragedy and 
loss around us.  
 
Now we are preparing to open the doors again; from 23 
June we will open St Nicholas’ twice a week, on 
Tuesday afternoons (2-3.45pm) and Saturday 
mornings(9-10.45am),to allow you and anyone who is 
walking past to come inside and pray privately in your 
church once again.  
 
It goes without saying that this church is more than a building to many 
of you. It is a place of sanctuary and encounter, and while it cannot yet 
be a place of worship or community, it can once again be a place where 
you go to spend time with God.  
 
Here you can reach out to God in a way that is inexpressibly different to 
the prayer you have been offering in these weeks.  
 
Here the sanctuary lamps burn with the promise that God is with us 
always.  
 
Here the story of God’s love is written in more than words, in coloured 
glass and ancient stone carving, in small wooden statues and painted 
icons, in the stillness and the silence, the dancing prayers of candles.  
 
Here God is calling out to you to taste and see. 
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Come to me, says Jesus, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. St Nicholas’ is once again 
open as a place where you can find rest and comfort in the nearness of 
God.  
 
This rest does not deny the pain and confusion of the world around us, 
but gives us strength to continue to confront it, to have hope in the face 
of great uncertainty. From Christ we learn who we are: a Church 
entrusted with the message of a world being made new in the endless 
love of God.             

       Mother Jessica 
 
Remembering Jenni Davies (1950-2020) 
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Like many in the congregation I was shocked and saddened on hearing 
the tragic news of the untimely death of our dear friend Jenni Davies 
 
As I remember it, she joined Saint Nick’s about four years ago and when 
I first met her I saw a very tall, beautiful and vivacious woman. There 
was an energy and a light about her.  
 
As time went on I was proven right and soon Jenni became part of our 
church, always ready to help with her wonderful warmth and 
enthusiasm.    
 
She had a great sense of fun which showed itself when she ran the 
summer fair BBQ serving hot dogs and glasses of Pimms! She took part 
in many things, always ready to help which she did admirably, most 
recently with the homeless shelter. As a member of the PCC, her hand 
was always one of the first to go up to offer the help that was being 
asked for.  
 
I will always keep a very happy memory of seeing her as a welcomer on 
a Sunday morning at the church door wearing a beautiful tartan coat 
which I greatly admired.   
 
Her whole manner was open and welcoming and I knew then that she 
had become a full member of the St Nick’s family and that’s how we will 
always remember her.  
 
I know you will join me in sending our deepest love, strength and 
prayers to all her family.  
                                                                                                         Hazel Finnis  
 
Thanks Hazel, a lovely tribute  
Picture taken during last year’s pilgrimage to Rome. RIP Jenni  
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‘Kempe Corner’ - The Windows of Charles Eamer 
Kempe  
 
We continue to miss our beautiful church. So no better time to continue 
a ‘virtual’ tour of the magnificent Kempe windows  
 
On the south wall, between the entrance and the Lady Chapel, is the 
fourth window in the ‘Childhood of Christ’ series 
 
This is ‘The Finding in the Temple’, also called "Christ among the 
Doctors"  
 
Luke 2:41–52 tells how Jesus (age 12) accompanies  Mary and Joseph, 
and a group of relatives and friends to Jerusalem for Passover.  
 
On the day of their return, Jesus "lingered" in the Temple, but Mary and 
Joseph thought that he was among their group.  
 
They headed home but, after realising he was missing, returned to 
Jerusalem, to find him three days later in The Temple in discussion with 
the elders.  
 
The elders were amazed at his learning, especially given his young age. 
When admonished by Mary, Jesus replied: "How is it that you sought 
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house? 
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The lines on the window are from the medieval Latin carol "Puer natus 
in Bethlehem" (A child is born in Bethlehem) 
  
In carne nobis similis     
Our feeble flesh and His the same 
 
Peccato sed dissimilis     
Our sinless kinsman He became, 
 
In hoc materno gaudio 
Rejoice for this mother   
 
Benedicamus Domino    
Rejoice before the Lord  
 
No sign of Kempe’s signature wheatsheaf in this 
beautiful window – unless I have missed it !? 

   Brian Ogilvie 
 
St Nick’s says goodbye to Stephen … 
 
 
Picture shows Churchwardens 
Amanda and Stephen during a visit 
to Exeter College at Oxford 
University in 2018 
 
It is very odd not being able to say 
goodbye to you all in person and to 
be taking my leave of you in this 
way, but on Wednesday 27th May it 
finally proved possible to move to 
Cornwall.  
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It is proving an even bigger adventure than anticipated, with none of the 
things I had thought would be there to fill my time as I established 
myself either open or happening.  
 
It is, of course, also uncertain when those things that I assumed I might 
do/join by way of building a social life will start up again.  
 
Hopefully it won't be too long though before I can visit the family and 
they can visit me, though it's unlikely I'll be able to visit my mother in 
her care home for quite some time.  
 
I lived locally for 23 years, longer than I've lived anywhere; had the most 
active social life ever; and made many wonderful friends, whose 
kindness and generosity I will never forget. I am convinced that I have 
made the right decision but leaving you  all, St Nick's and the Brighton 
Gay Men's Chorus, will be a wrench. It has been the best of lives.  
 
I have always been at heart a West Country boy and fell in love with 
Cornwall at an early age, so it feels in some ways like a homecoming.  
 
Yes, I am choosing Cornwall over Devon, where I was born and spent 
my childhood, but some things will never change.  
 
I will continue to put the cream on the scone first and then the jam [as 
does Her Majesty ! Yay !] and crimp my pasties along the top [think 
Stegosaurus spine] like my Nan, who thought nothing of making two 
dozen for family picnics.  
 
And, if feeling low I shall, as always, adopt her rule of life that if you... 
“Wash your face and hands and put lipstick on, you'll feel a lot better”. 
 
Duw genowgh hwi – with my love to you all 

     Stephen Tucker 
Best wishes Stephen and good luck from all at St Nick’s  
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Lockdown and after 
I asked congregation members for their thoughts on ‘Lockdown and 
after’. Two interesting pieces resulted … 
 
When in March, my dad said he would be working at home until May, I 
was in shock that we could possibly still be in lockdown two months 
later!  
 
It is now June. The idea of coming out of lockdown is one that I have 
eagerly been waiting for.  
 
The first thing I am looking forward to is rescuing everything I left at 
university and reuniting with a lot of my friends there. The time away 
from my easel has made this lockdown hard, as has being away from 
people who will make pavlova with you in the middle of the night.  
 
Having to cancel the planned inter-railing trip this summer at the 
expense of a whole folder of planning has left me with a lot of free time, 
so I will continue to work on my painting and I am also looking forward 
to taking photos of something other than Brighton beach for inspiration!  
 
Finally, coming out of lockdown I want to appreciate every moment 
around other people, so can’t wait to get back into church, and most 
importantly to rectify the greatest loss of this lockdown … 
 
...the lack of Mother’s Day simnel cake ! 

Imogen Ockenden 
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One of the consequences of lockdown during this pandemic is the effect 
on people’s sense of wellbeing and mental health 
 
For those involved in offering support through helplines, NHS 
responder services or simply through being a good friend and 
neighbour, the message often conveyed is one of fragility, anxiety and 
depression.  
 
There can be very real loss, perhaps of a loved one through contracting 
the virus, or intense worry about the risk of infection, and the fear of 
such an outcome.  
 
“I feel there is no hope” or “I don’t see the point in going on” are 
sometimes the heartfelt expressions.  
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These feelings are often compounded by isolation, by feeling that the 
prospects for the future, such as employment, are minimal, or that 
problems in relationships are strained or heightened by the intensity of 
lockdown 
 
Such feelings cut across all ages, from the older population possibly on 
their own and feeling estranged from friends and loved ones, to younger 
people unable to find work, attend College or University; remaining in 
parental homes where they may no longer want to be.  
 
Alongside the loss and trauma that many people are experiencing, there 
is very sadly the accelerated increase in suicide.  
 
So, can we find hope in this period of loss and uncertainty?  I believe we 
can find it when we recognise and express the profound interconnection 
of us all.   
 
Simply put, we are not isolated individuals, battling on our own for 
survival, but we genuinely all belong to each other.  
 
As Christians we say, ‘Though we are many, we are one Body.’ This is 
not a poetic platitude, but a fundamental human reality.  
 
We see this ‘belonging’ in everyone who reaches out to others in a time 
of need; in the NHS care workers, doctors and nurses,  who work 
tirelessly for their patients, or the neighbour or good friend who is 
willing to really notice how others are feeling and to listen to them.  
 
We see it in the young footballer who is willing to tell his own story in 
order to put pressure on the Government to provide necessary food for 
children and families in need during the school holidays.  We see it in 
many examples around us.  
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One of my favourite Resurrection appearances is the account on the road 
to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). While they are full of confusion, fear and 
loss, Jesus comes alongside them. He’s not way ahead saying ‘Why 
aren’t you up here, where I am?’  He helps them begin to understand 
what has happened to them, through interpreting the Scriptures, and 
then, when they arrive at a place to stay, he continues to walk on, as if 
not just presuming his welcome with them.   
 
Although they still don’t know who he is, they invite him to stay, as it is 
almost evening.  He then gives thanks and breaks bread, and they 
recognise him in this sign of unconditional self-giving and love.  
 
We can have hope, now and in the future, in this of bread, and in the 
self-giving this portrays.  

Nigel Nash 
 
Summer Walks  
A reminder that, as of writing (19 June), the summer walks 
go ahead - but obviously subject to confirmation after 
relaxation of the lockdown 
 
Note that the visit to Clayton has been moved from June to September 
 
26 July   St Mary the Virgin Glynde 
23 August            St Wulfran’s  Ovingdean 
20 September  St John the Baptist Clayton 

 
I am hopeful that we will enjoy a guided tour of each church, and at 
Clayton Father Dominic will be telling us about the significant medieval 
frescoes covering most of the walls.  I am also hopeful that members of 
at least one of the churches will join us on our walk. 
 
Should be interesting.  More detail follows in due course. 

         Brian Ogilvie 
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Prayer or Protest? 

When the cathedrals of commerce are open, but the actual cathedrals are 
closed, and I sit in my safe garden, listening to my neighbours mowing 
their lawns more often than lawns need to be mown, because they have 
nothing else to do, and being able to go to the garden centre or IKEA is 
something to look forward to, and I can sit and have tea in the garden, 
and comment on how beautiful the birdsong is in lockdown, and this 
morning I smiled when I heard a cuckoo, and people are tut-tutting as 
our  shameful histories are tipped into the sea in real and righteous rage 
at all the dead sisters and brothers and all the hatred, and people are 
wondering when are things going to 'get back to normal' and this was 
never normal, none of it is normal and I don’t know what to say, or what 
to do with the rage and I have been silent and silenced by my own utter 
not-knowingness and by shame, paralysed by my part of this whole 
system where some lives seem to matter more than others and in some 
hearts, many hearts, this is OK and I fear for those hearts, I fear for those 
souls and the souls of all of us and I don’t know if this is a prayer or a 
protest or even what the difference is any more. 
                Jude Mills 
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Eunice Clement  1928 - 2020 
My diary, 16 March 2020: 'Took Mum out in a wheelchair to Subway at 
Field station. She had an Americano, a chocolate macaroon - and was 
happy' 
 
A month later, l was worrying about how she'd cope with not being able 
to see us in her Care Home. She had also developed a bad chest infection 
which meant hospitalization on April 29th.  
 
When one of my sisters rang me far too early on May Day, l knew that 
Mum had died of Covid19. 
 
We tried our best to give her a funeral she would 
have wanted but like too many people worldwide 
we now have a simultaneously very private and 
very public sense of grief. And anger. 
 
I can't wait to go to church, the swimming pool 
and the pub but l don't want to celebrate. I have 
enjoyed the cleaner air, birdsong and gardening.  
 
But l am also experiencing the ultimate social 
distancing: l can never be near my mother again 
 
Sorrell Clement 
Thanks Sorrell. RIP  Eunice  

Churchyard Prayer Walk     
Here are some photos I have taken while walking the wonderful 
Churchyard Prayer Walk, put together by Dr Dominic and Mthr Jess  

See front cover: can you spot some of the locations in the Churchyard? 
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Jo and I did this walk together one morning recently and we both found 
it quite powerful. We stopped at all the relevant places mentioned and 
reflected on the prayers as they took us on a journey through the church 
year. 

The walk takes you on a complete journey around the whole churchyard 
- leaving no area unvisited.  

We both discovered things we had never really noticed 
before - I certainly had not looked at all closely at the 
Prayer Cross near the church entrance (though Jo 
reminded me of an article she submitted about the 
history of the cross in an edition of St Nick's News last 
year).  

Neither of us had ever spotted the 
plaque, installed by the Churchwardens 
of the day, commemorating the building 
of the wall at the top of Wykeham 
Terrace, - (mind you, we are usually 
using all our energies just to get to the 
top of the path!) ... and neither Jo nor I 
had ever ventured all the way down to 
Amon Wilde's tomb before. 
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I have included a picture of wild growing poppies 
beside the wall in Church Street - our memorial 
garden is on the other side.  

I said a private prayer of remembrance there to all 
who we remember, including Jenni Davies, (who was 
responsible for the funding of the installation of the 
defibrillator nearby) God Bless you Jenni. 

I do hope that over time lots of our church family and 
friends will walk this walk and enjoy it as much as 
we did. 

                                                                   Veronica Thomason and Jo Baker 
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Regular Services at St Nicholas are currently suspended 

People and Contacts 
Parish Office, St Nicholas’ Church, Church Street, Brighton, 
BN1 3LJ 
Currently closed 

Vicar: Fr Dominic Keech 
Tel: 01273 770324, email: frdominickeech@gmx.co.uk 
Fr Dominic’s rest day is Monday 

Churchwarden:  
Mrs Amanda Ogilvie  
Tel:  07817194311, email: a.j.ogilvie94@gmail.com 
 
The Friends of St Nicholas’ 
Formed to support the PCC in maintaining the building (Charity No. 1046054) 
Contact: Josephine Baker, Membership Secretary c/o The Church  
For further details of membership and events see: 
http://stnicholasbrighton.wixsite.com/thefriends 
 
Website: www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk /Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicsBrighton 

Twitter: @StNicsBrighton / Charity No.: 1131831 

 


