
 

 

 
LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION 

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 
 

Pope Francis has risked 
the wrath of 
traditionalists by 
approving a change to 
the wording of the 
Italian version of the 
Lord’s Prayer.   Instead 
of saying lead us not into 
temptation, it will say do 
not let us fall into 
temptation. 
 
‘It (lead us not into temptation) is not a good translation because 
it speaks of a God who induces temptation’, he told Italian TV.   ‘I 
am the one who falls.   It’s not him pushing me into temptation to 
then see how I have fallen.’ 
 
‘A father doesn’t do that; a father helps you to get up 
immediately. It’s Satan who leads us into temptation – that’s his 
department.’ 
 
Pope Francis was speaking for a number of us who have scratched 
our heads in puzzlement at the very idea of a God who might 
consider luring us into doing something wrong - and, pastorally 
speaking, he’s right.   After all, James says in his epistle:  No one, 
when tempted, should say, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God 
cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts no one. But one 
is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and enticed by it 
(James 1:13-14). 
 
And yet temptation in the Bible is a complex idea.   The Greek 
word the New Testament uses for temptation (peirasmon) can 
also mean trial or test.   It can be positive - as in a trial of 
strength or quality or character; or negative - as in a sense of 
being lured away from God by something or someone. 



 

 

 
When we say that God does not tempt us, we have in mind the 
idea of temptation as an invitation to sin.   That is why most 
Christians historically have understood Lead us not into 
temptation as something like Give me strength to resist 
temptation. 
 
But the former meaning — that of a test we are to endure 
faithfully — is a different story.    The Bible tells us numerous 
stories of God leading people into experiences of testing and trial.   
God is said to have tested Abraham’s faith by calling upon him to 
sacrifice his son (Gen. 22), or to have given permission to Satan to 

put Job to the test (Job 1:6-
12).    Even in the New 
Testament, God is seen as 
ultimately responsible for 
Jesus being driven into the 
wilderness to be tempted 
(Matt. 4:1; Mark 1:12; Luke 
4:1). What God does not do 
in any of these examples — 
and here the Pope is exactly 
right — is tempt anyone to 

sin.   Leading someone into a situation of likely temptation is 
different from doing the tempting.   We can see this very clearly 
when we remember that the same Spirit who led Jesus into the 
wilderness also helped Jesus overcome Satan’s wiles. 
 
This whole idea of God deliberately leading people into 
experiences of testing and trial may make us feel very 
uncomfortable.   But, if we’re honest with ourselves, life is itself 
full of temptations and of trials.   To be human is to be tempted.   
God does not shelter us from these experiences because that 
would be to shelter us from life itself.  
 



 

 

Christian spirituality, eastern and western, encourages us to view 
these experiences as important factors on our journey towards 
wholeness and the restoration of 
God’s image in us.   St Anthony the 
Great in the 4th Century said:  
Without temptation, no salvation:  
without trial, without being tested.   
Commenting on this, Fr Thomas 
Hopko, late Dean of St Vladimir’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary, tells 
it straight:  ‘We’ve got to be tested, 
and we’ve got to stand.   We’ve got 
to be approved when we are tested.   
And, if we are Christians, we will be 
tested.   And that may even mean 
loving God when he seems not to be 
there.   So in the Lord’s Prayer we 
are in effect praying:  Do not let us fall when we are tested, 
when we are tried, and when we are tempted.’  
 
The call from our Lord, then, is to persevere in the face of 
repeated, persistent, and often challenging temptation.   But it’s 
important to remember that we’re not called to do this on our 
own, in our own strength.   Christians are called to humble 
dependence.   We have the support of our pastors, trusted friends 
and community, of prayer and sacraments, not forgetting 
Reconciliation.   Through all of this we have our Lord’s help.   We 
are invited to share in his victory.   After Jesus successfully 
overcame temptation, we’re told, the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and attended to him (Matt. 4:11).   In other 
words, during the temptations and tests and struggles of life, God 
is not elsewhere.   God is there in the midst of it with us.   Let us 
cling to him. 
 

We let the world overcome us;   
we live too much in fear of the changes and chances  

of mortal life. 
We let things go too much their own way. 

We try too much to get what we can by our own selfish wits, 



 

 

without considering our neighbours. 
We follow too much the ways and fashions of the day, 
doing and thinking anything that comes uppermost, 

just because there is so much around us. 
Free us from our selfish interests,  

and guide us, good Lord, 
to see your way, and to do your will. 

(Charles  Kingsley, 1819-1875) 
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