
 

 

 

 

Reflecting on ‘key workers’, much talked about recently, I 
was interested in how old the concept is.   Ben Sira, writing 
the book we call Ecclesiasticus (which appears in the 
Apochrypha) in190 B.C., has a section on Crafts and 
Trades’ (28:24-34).   It’s all right for the scribe, he says.   
He’s got the leisure to acquire wisdom.   But, for some     
examples, what about the ploughman, having to think about 
keeping his furrows straight, and looking after his cattle?   
The blacksmith, deafened by his hammer as he works to get 
his pattern right?   The potter, constantly aware of each flick 
of his finger?   All of them working late into the night.   Ben 
Sira says they may not be great artists or thinkers, but you 



 

 

couldn’t have a town without them.   You may not find them 
in parliament, or among the toffs, or sitting with the judges, 
but they sustain the structure of the world.   In other words, 
they are key workers.    
 
Now fast-forward 2200 years.   All of us working together for 
the common good has become the principal weapon      
humanity is using against the coronavirus pandemic.    The 
great majority of us have united in accepting a measure of 
self-restraint  - patiently staying at home and social 
distancing for the sake of the public good.   And there has 
been a great upwelling of concern and help for the suffering 
and the vulnerable. 
 
We have all become aware of our interdependence.  If we 
had been asked, six months ago, which members of our    
society are essential to our health, most of us would have 
named doctors, nurses, and others in the immediate health 
care system.   Now we appreciate them more than ever, and 
realise we have to include a host of other workers who have 
often been overlooked:   cleaners, rubbish collectors,       
delivery drivers, postmen, care workers, supermarket     
employees, police, social workers, public transport staff, 
pharmacists, soldiers, teachers, and many more - including, 
sadly, funeral workers.   Most of these workers are not well 
paid, and their jobs do not carry high status.    Some - too 
many - depend on benefits and food banks to survive.   And 
suddenly they have become key workers, upon whom all of 
us depend. 
 
All this mirrors, in secular terms, what Paul said of the 
interdependence of us members of the Body of Christ, the 
Church, in I Corinthians 12.   Spiritual gifts, such as acts of 
service, come in a wide variety.   What they have in  



 

 

common is that each one comes from the same Holy Spirit.   
Each one is given to be used in service to the same Lord 
Jesus.   Each one is possible only through the power of the 
same God the Father.   In other words, these spiritual gifts 
are not about the people who use them; they are ultimately 
about God and His purposes.   In addition, spiritual gifts are 
given to every Christian, and they are given for the purpose 
of serving others.  They are given for the common good and 
not to bring status and respect to one person and not  
another. 
 
Applying Paul’s line of argument to life in general, every  
single citizen has a unique part to play in the functioning of a 
healthy society,    We all have something to bring to the 
table.    We are all entitled to have our human dignity 
recognised, and to be fairly recompensed for our 
contribution.     And, as our list of modern key workers 
demonstrates, that contribution does not need to be 
glamorous, or exciting, or dramatic to be necessarily 
regarded as essential and indispensable.   Now we are 
beginning to look towards a ‘New Normal’.   This must 
surely include a re-evaluation of these key workers and the 
way we regard and reward them, before we forget, and they 
fade into invisibility once more. 
 
At this Pentecost, let us pray that the Holy Spirit will restore 
and refresh and re-energise us as individual believers.   As 
a congregation, may the Holy Spirit inspire us as to how we 
can best work and live out the Gospel for the good of our 
local community.   And we are surely living in a time when 
we have to pray that the Spirit of God will descend with 
wisdom, knowledge, and discernment upon the political 
leaders and scientific experts of our country as they 
continue to confront the coronavirus crisis, and upon us all, 



 

 

as we seek to build up our common life, and support justice 
and equity for all. 
 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created,  
and You shall renew the face of the earth.   

 
Fr Robin 


