
 

 

 

 

 

An Order for Evening Prayer 
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The minister shall say 

Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Mt. 3. 2 

BELOVED, we are come together in the presence of Almighty God and of the whole 

company of heaven to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and 

praise and thanksgiving; to make confession of our sins ; to pray, as well for others as 

for ourselves, that we may know more truly the greatness of God’s love and shew forth 

in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all men such things as their 

well-being doth require. 

 

Wherefore let us keep silence, and remember God’s presence with us now. 

Then shall follow the General Confession, to be said of the whole congregation after the 

Minister: 

O GOD, our Father, we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed: we 

have not loved thee with all our heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. Have mercy upon us, we beseech thee; cleanse us from our sins; and help 

us to overcome our faults; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Absolution, or Remission of Sins, shall be pronounced by the Minister alone: 

MAY the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all 

your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

The Minister shall say: 

Answer. 

O Lord, open thou our lips; 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us; 

Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Minister. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 

without end. Amen. 

Minister. Praise ye the Lord. 

Answer. The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

 



Then shall the office hymn be sung. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee,O Israel. 

 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell they people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. Rejoice… 

 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice… 

 

O come, thou key of David, come 

and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. Rejoice… 

 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times didst give the Law, 

in cloud and majesty and awe. Rejoice… 
 

From the 'Great O Antiphons' (12th-13th century) 

trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

 

Then shall be said the psalms appointed, psalm 25, the people joining in the bold type. 

PSALM 25 

Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul; my God, I have put my trust in thee * 

O let me not be confounded, neither let mine enemies triumph over me. 

 

For all they that hope in thee shall not be ashamed * 

but such as transgress without a cause shall be put to confusion. 

 



Shew me thy ways, O Lord * 

and teach me thy paths. 

 

Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn me * 

for thou art the God of my salvation; in thee hath been my hope all the day long. 

 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mercies * 

and thy loving-kindnesses, which have been ever of old. 

 

O remember not the sins and offences of my youth * 

but according to thy mercy think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy goodness. 

 

Gracious and righteous is the Lord * 

therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 

 

Them that are meek shall he guide in judgement * 

and such as are gentle, them shall he learn his way. 

 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth * 

unto such as keep his covenant, and his testimonies. 

 

For thy Name’s sake, O Lord * 

be merciful unto my sin, for it is great. 

 

What man is he, that feareth the Lord * 

him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 

 

His soul shall dwell at ease * 

and his seed shall inherit the land. 

 

The secret of the Lord is among them that fear him * 

and he will shew them his covenant. 

 

Mine eyes are ever looking unto the Lord * 

for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

 

Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me * 

for I am desolate, and in misery. 

 

The sorrows of my heart are enlarged * 

O bring thou me out of my troubles. 

 



Look upon my adversity and misery * 

and forgive me all my sin. 

 

Consider mine enemies, how many they are * 

and they bear a tyrannous hate against me. 

 

O keep my soul, and deliver me * 

let me not be confounded, for I have put my trust in thee. 

 

Let perfectness and righteous dealing wait upon me * 

for my hope hath been in thee. 

 

Deliver Israel, O God * 

out of all his troubles. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Then shall be read the first lesson, Isaiah 1. 1-20 

A READING from the Prophet Isaiah. 

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in 

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and 

brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my 

people doth not consider. 

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are 

corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel 

unto anger, they are gone away backward. 

Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is 

sick, and the whole heart faint. 

From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, 

and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 

mollified with ointment. 

Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it 



in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. 

And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of 

cucumbers, as a besieged city. 

Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as 

Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye 

people of Gomorrah. 

To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of 

the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of 

bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 

When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my 

courts? 

Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and 

sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn 

meeting. 

Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; 

I am weary to bear them. 

And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye 

make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; 

cease to do evil; 

Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for 

the widow. 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 

But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of 

the Lord hath spoken it. 

Here endeth the first lesson. 

Then shall be said the Magnificat, the people joining in the bold type.  

MAGNIFICAT. 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : 

the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 



For behold, from henceforth : 

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :  

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  

and the rich he bath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

world without end. Amen. 

Then shall be read the second lesson, Matthew 21. 1-13 

A READING from the gospel according to Matthew. 

And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the 

mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 

Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find 

an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 

And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 

straightway he will send them. 

All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting 

upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 

And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 

And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him 



thereon. 

And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down 

branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 

And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the 

son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 

highest. 

And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 

And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in 

the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that 

sold doves, 

And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye 

have made it a den of thieves. 

Here endeth the second lesson.  

Then shall be said the Nunc Dimittis, the people joining in the bold type.  

NUNC DIMITTIS. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen’:  

thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared :  

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 

world without end. Amen. 

Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by the Minister and the people,  

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 



Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and 

buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead, He 

ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints ; 

The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Then shall be said these Prayers following, the Minister first pronouncing  

The Lord be with you; 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 

Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

    Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Then the Minister and people, shall say the Lord’s Prayer with a loud voice. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 

will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Then the Minister shall say, 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 

Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister. O Lord, save the Queen; 

Answer.  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Minister. Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

Answer.  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Minister.  O Lord, save thy people; 

Answer.  And bless thine inheritance. 

Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

Answer.  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

Minister.  O God, make clean our hearts within us; 

Answer.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us 

 



Then shall follow three Collects; the first of the Day; the second for Peace; the third for Aid 

against all Perils. 

The Collect of the Day   

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put 

upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus 

Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again 

in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Peace   

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 

may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 

the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 

Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

The Collect for Aid against all Perils   

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us    

from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen. 

Then shall follow the intercessions. 

After the intercessions shall follow the chant,  

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near; wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart. 

Then shall follow the blessing. 

THE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain 

with you always.  

Amen.  
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