
From the Parish Priest 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

I hope this e-letter comes to you well – healthy and safe.  

I last wrote to the parish on 20 March. That now seems a very long time ago, and our 
situation continues to change. Our government has instructed us to stay in our homes as 
much as we possibly can, and totally so if we are especially vulnerable. Our country’s 
hospitals are seeing an increasing number of Covid-19 cases, and some of these have already 
ended in death. As the virus continues its spread across our globe, our human family faces a 
challenge of unprecedented scale and urgency.  

It is difficult to comprehend this situation in its full proportion, at the same time as we 
adjust to the much smaller dimensions of our daily living. The present can feel confusing, 
frustrating and frightening. In all of this there are hard demands on our bodily, mental and 
spiritual makeup. This is especially the case for those who have now lost livelihoods, or 
have no secure home; those who are bereaved of a beloved, or who are themselves gravely 
sick; as well as those who treat them. Our hearts feel the pain of this situation, as we hold 
our world in prayer before God.  

Earlier this week the clergy received direction from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
that – for the time being - churches must be closed for public worship, other church activities 
(including the Annual Parochial Church Meeting) and private prayer. We may not baptise 
except in emergency; we may not marry couples in church. The Bishop of Chichester has 
also written to the clergy of our diocese with further helpful advice. I think it is highly likely 
that these restrictions will still be in place when we reach Holy Week and Easter, and I am 
considering how best we can celebrate the death and resurrection of the Lord while we are 
still physically apart. 

These conditions are very challenging, because the practice of our faith ordinarily entails 
gathering. We come together to listen to God’s Word and celebrate the sacraments, and to be 
bodily present to each other as a sign of our love and unity ‘within the bond of peace’. Now 
we must try to remember: although we are apart, that bond of peace still exists between us. 
In baptism, we have received the Holy Spirit who wells up within us, and makes us one 
body in Christ. Nothing can remove that living gift from us, even though we are separated 
by this urgent circumstance. We must draw on the power of our baptism in the days ahead.  

Ordinarily, we would meet to share in the Eucharist – the means of grace instituted by 
Christ which nourishes us for our Christian journey together. At the moment this is not 
possible. Earlier this week, the Bishop of Burnley wrote in a tweet, ‘to deprive God’s people 
of the Eucharist is a nightmare’; and so it is. In this situation, it might help us to return to the 
Book of Common Prayer, which tells us that a sacrament is an ‘outward and visible sign of 
an inward and spiritual grace.’ We should be in no doubt that God is still pouring that 
inward and spiritual grace – the grace of Holy Communion – into our hearts and lives, even 



though we cannot share in its outward sign. We can pray for that grace to fill us and feed us, 
by making an Act of Spiritual Communion. And we can look forward in hope, to the time 
when we will again be able to touch and taste the outward sign of what we most truly are: 
one body in the Lord.  

As priests of this parish, we will continue to offer the Eucharist day by day, praying the 
‘great prayer’ of the Church for the needs of our world. We do not do this alone, but in 
union with you, and with Christians everywhere. Together we remain a holy priesthood, 
joined in offering the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, even though we are physically 
separate.  

Our vocation as Christians is to be people of charity, living after Christ’s example of love. It 
hardly needs stating that very many peoples’ lives are being seriously affected by this crisis, 
and particularly those who were already vulnerable before it began. We will already be 
asking ourselves: how can we help? How each of us responds to that question will differ 
according to our own circumstances. We can all pray; many of us will be able to give alms in 
some form, and some of us will be able to offer direct assistance to schemes that are serving 
our neighbours in need locally. For those you know personally, remember the power of the 
telephone: staying in contact, even ‘down the line’, can provide a lifeline.  

Our pastoral care continues as best it can. I repeat last week’s words: as a pastoral team, 
Mthr Jess, Lesley Anne Di Marco and I will be staying in touch with the sick and 
housebound - please let any of us know if you have particular needs.  

I commend to you the Prayer Book collect for the fifth Sunday of Lent – this Sunday, when 
Passiontide begins – for reflection. The intention of the prayer is very simple, and needful. 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully look upon thy people; that by thy great goodness 
they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

With love and prayer, 

Fr Dominic  


