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Front cover shows Hazel in her finest spring attire to cheer us all. 
 
She is receiving an Easter basket of healthy lockdown goodies (plus added chicks 
of course) from her daughter: 
 
Note the Easter themed egg wreath on her door.... 

 
From the Parish Priest  
Welcome to this lockdown edition of St Nick’s news. I hope you will 
find it an uplifting and interesting read during this strange and 
concerning time. It is really good to hear news from different members 
of our congregation, and to have a sense that we are sharing this journey 
together, albeit in our separate homes 
 
Each of us will experience this time differently, depending on our 
personalities and the conditions of our lives. Some of us will welcome a 
simpler pattern of life brought on by the lockdown, and with it the 
chance to be still and quiet.  
 
Others of us will be struggling with exactly the same realities; or dealing 
with a whole new set of challenges and pressing demands on our time 
and skills. I expect we are all missing being close to the people we love, 
including our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
There may be a little comfort in remembering that we are not alone, even 
if we are physically distant from others. As the adage has it, ‘we are all 
in the same boat’, even if some of us occupy the bow, and others the 
stern.  
 
The seafaring image is worth holding in mind as we continue through 
the weeks ahead, not least as we find it in Scripture. It was through an 
Ark that God saved his creatures, and life began afresh after the 
devastation of the flood.  
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In the gospel, the disciples in the boat experienced a great storm which 
filled them with fear - only for the waves to be calmed by the 
appearance of Christ, and their hearts stilled by his charge: Do not be 
afraid. And it is in the ark of his Church that God has gathered his 
children, to bring us safely to shore in our homeland with him, when 
creation is renewed and ‘Christ is all, in all’.  
 
That great and mysterious vessel, on which we journey forward, is made 
of divine Love, and its course cannot be disturbed by any tempest. So we 
keep our hands on deck, confident in our hope and holding to one 
another through the power of prayer, which is that same Love at work 
in all our hearts. 
 
Lockdown Stories 
The vicar invited us to tell us how we have been getting on in lockdown, 
what we have been getting up to, and any general thoughts.......Ed 
 
Here’s a few: 
 
Margaret Tuccori 
 
Don't get hooked on the news.  
 
 I have had lunch with Schubert and Beethoven these past 2 weeks 
 
 Morning exercises to Radio 3 today gave me 2 songs from the gloriously 
anarchic Tom Lehrer (his 92nd birthday). Try Poisoning Pigeons in the Park 
 
If  homeschooling- The Periodic Table and The New Math.  
 
Mathematicians and  academics try Nicolai Ivanovich Lobachevsky 
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Vary your news input ..... 
 

 Al-Jazeera covers the world beyond UK (good documentaries too)  
 Channel 235 on Hdtv  
 BBC World Service in sound.  
 France 24 Live – in English, or in French for homeschooling 

       
Louise Roddon : ‘Eat, Pray, Love in the time of Corona’  
 
Wake at 3am with racing heart 
 
Use legs to mine sweep the bed for dozing cats 
 
Earbuds in, for long BBC World Service session, but sleep eludes  
 
Make tea, let cats out, stare at the stars, eat biscuits, read Bible and pray 
 
Later, Italian Duolingo. Alternate between triumph and despondency 
 
 Continue novel: alternate between triumph and despondency 
 
Stare out of the window 
 
PM, walk to the beach and scan waves for seals. Feel embarrassed because 
they’re buoys(Louise you are not alone ! Ed) 
 
Supermarket trip to feed family 
 
Later, make a healthy but inedible sludge soup and some unhealthy but delicious 
Spanish croquetas 
 
Join family for drinks, eccentric dinner and rubbish TV 
 
Consider 9pm entirely reasonable for bed 



St Nick’s News – lockdown special  
 

The Parish Magazine of St Nicholas of Myra, Brighton – April 2020 
 

5 
 

Rosie Young 
 
I’m doing lots of different sports during lockdown, like football and netball.  
 
For netball, my friend Bobbi and her sister Liberty organised a netball shoot-a-
thon to raise money for the Rockinghorse charity. They’ve had to cancel all of 
their fundraisers, so they aren’t getting money from those. I got sponsored to 
get as many goals as I could in one hour. Amazingly, I managed to get 1,042.  
 
So far, the event has raised just over £3500. If you’d like to sponsor me, the  
Justgiving link is https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/netballshootathon 
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Charlotte Young 
 
I’ve been keeping myself occupied in many ways during this challenging time.   
 
Firstly, I’ve been drawing.  Recently, I have taken to sticking pictures to my 
windows.  If you walk past 95 Stanford Road, you can see them.   
Secondly, I’ve been doing lots of gymnastics.  This isn’t possible for everyone, 
but any form of sport/exercise is great for your mental health.  Doing it outside 
is even better.   
 
Also, Words with Friends is a stunning app (like Scrabble), recommended by 
my Grandpa, Fr Robin.   
 
Finally, I’ve been baking. Here’s a picture of my ‘Go NHS’ cake – sorry, the 
recipe is a secret ! 
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Veronica Thomason 
 
Fourth week of lockdown   St Nick’s live-streaming 
but look what we’ve got    is so reassuring 
exploring new pastimes    something to plan for 
despite missing friends lots  between emails and calling 
 
New hobbies are looked for  Seems everyone is attacking 
watercolours out of the drawer  those cupboards and letters 
playing with paints    reminiscing and sorting 
has never felt better.   something not done before 
 

Clapping for NHS 
National Theatre live-streaming 
concocting scratch recipes 
to try and keep ourselves beaming 

 
One day we’ll all say Goodbye to this Bug and at last – Thank Goodness - we’ll 
be able to HUG! 
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Claire Conway 
 
Thoughts from my creative writing course: 
Peering from the i360, I notice how small the cars and people look from up high   
 
It's so quiet above the beautiful city of Brighton.  
 
Before the lockdown, the bustle and noise of a vibrant metropolis.  
 
Now I can see from my angelic stance, the peacefulness of the morphing mosaic, 
through my lofty window.  
 
I'm grateful now, for the effervescent buzz of Brighton, because it is symbolic of 
the joy we can share, being disorganised and unpredictable together, where we 
have the freedom to be unique and messy. 
 
Thoughts for my friends at St Nick’s 
I know it's hard to remember that there is light at the end of the tunnel when we 
have been enduring such hardship, particularly keyworkers, health workers, 
those whose health has been suffering and their loved ones. 
 
In the midst of darkness is a bright light burning brightly. A light that can 
never be extinguished. When we choose to embrace the hope that God’s grace is 
all sufficient, we experience a peace that transcends all understanding. 
(Philippians 4:6-7)  
 
I pray that as a community, we choose to stand on God's promises and to allow 
Him to use this situation to bring us closer together.  
 
I've been meditating on Paul's letters in the bible at this time. They have 
brought me much courage and strength. 
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Pauline Rennison 
 
Two months ago I suffered a fall at home, causing injuries needing urgent 
medical attention.  
 
On that particular day, the local Ambulance Service crews were experiencing 
enormous demands, and my daughter was advised to contact the local Rescue 
and Fire Services who might take this emergency call.  
 
Within ten minutes, three fire crew arrived; they took a look at the situation and 
decided they could safely take me out, and so they began assembling what looked 
like three pieces of iron fencing and covered this in blankets!  
 
Then, wonderfully, gently, they got me onto the 'stretchers'. The 'Fire Brigade' 
without delay then got me into the awaiting ambulance and the paramedics took 
me to Brighton County Hospital A&E. One of the most handsome lads held my 
hand all the way to 'unloading' me into hospital whilst Stacy drove the 'truck'. 
 
Recently, I have recalled, perhaps a slight disappointment that my rescuers 
(who I thought at the time also drove the truck, which was of course the 
ambulance) didn't ring the clanging alarm bell along the busy road to A&E! All 
went perfectly. 
 
This particular wonderful experience has, yet again, left me with a strong sense 
of loyalty, respect and pride towards all our public services and NHS 
communities.  
 
Thank You! God love them all 
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Diane and Richard Swarbrick 

Greetings to you all from the congregation of St Peter's Cathedral Hamilton in 
New Zealand of which we are usually a part and whose building is empty today 
but whose porch faces directly into the rising Autumn sun.  

We are greatly blessed out here, with signs that our early lockdown is working, 
but please pray for those who have lost jobs here in the market town of Te 
Awamutu. 

We hope this small message will help uplift you all 

 

Elizabeth Protheroe 
 
Love and greetings to all from the Protheroes   
 
We are grateful for our digital St Nicholas' services, so can share in them with 
our own clergy and congregation,  and still enjoy that fellowship.  
 
And it’s a good opportunity for us to travel again, as online is these days easier 
for us than getting to places physically   
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So we have been able to attend services in the churches of friends, and in 
cathedrals which we know and love   
 
Enjoying a range of worship, digital choirs ( unbelievable), and some excellent 
sermons.  Who heard the Sunday service with the Ignatian Examen on Sunday?   
 
So much to think about in addition to hand washing and sourcing food 
fortunately!   
 
Still hoping to start writing the diary……… 
 
Brian Ogilvie 
 
Lockdown started with a hectic weekend of activity in getting Titus and his 
belongings home from Lancaster University at short notice.  
 
No time for goodbyes....Spring Term suddenly ended, Summer Term cancelled, 
Finals cancelled, Graduation ceremony postponed until who knows when...  
 
.......strange times. Must be, I am growing my first ever beard  
 
Amanda and I walk 4/5 miles along the seafront most days – dodging the 
newbie joggers ! – then home for a mixture of working and bickering (nothing 
changes) 
 
Six weeks into lockdown and now avoiding all news until 10pm 
 
Mind you, lots to catch up on the wonderful BBC radio i-player plus a 27 hour 
podcast of the Hilary Mantel trilogy on the life of Thomas Cromwell. Life is 
tough for many at the moment, but I would still take 2020 over 1520 any day ! 
 
We hope everyone is well and we look forward to returning to St Nicks 
and seeing you all  before long 
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A final ‘Pause for Thought’ from Fr.Robin 
 
Where is Christ when we need him most? 
 
We will not find Christ in our Churches this year because He is out in the 
streets.  
 
Christ rushes to our side with the first responders.  
 
He is with the medical workers risking their own lives to save others.  
 
He shares the fear and loneliness of the hospital patients fighting for their lives.  
 
He feels the hunger and anxiety of the poor.  
 
He is in all those who leave their families at risk in order to protect our fellow 
citizens and loved ones.  
 
He is with the pastors who pray humbly with their flocks via social media.  
 
He labours with the truck drivers bringing food to our tables and the 
pharmacists and shop keepers providing for our needs.  
 
He trembles with those who have seen more suffering than they can bear and 
mourns with those who lost dear loved ones.  
 


