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From the Vicar
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
In this first edition of the parish magazine since our
return to worship in church, our editor includes a
series of pieces on the experience of ‘coming back’ to St Nick’s.
I am very pleased we can share these reflections here, both by way of
encouragement for those of you who may be considering a return to
church; and also as a historical record of this remarkable period in our
history.
I struggle to offer a simple vignette from my own experience of ‘coming
back’. This is partly because I am still processing the events of the last six
months, attempting to comprehend what it means for us to have
withdrawn to our homes; to have lived daily in the shadow of this
disease, and to have lost our habitual contact with those we love.
This all takes time.
As a parish priest, I am also still trying to make sense of the complete
closure of our church buildings, although this has not happened in
many other European countries; and why the clergy have been
instructed to abstain from so much pastoral and sacramental ministry,
although our own government has designated us as key workers.
I will write no more about this here, because my words will be
unformed and tinged with frustration.
If you are interested in reading a set of critical perspectives more
articulate than my own about the current state of the Church of England,
you can find some here:
https://allthingslawfulandhonest.wordpress.com/
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Remaining in the present, I am delighted that we have been able to reopen church, and are now able to come together for worship. It has been
so uplifting and lovely to see those of you who have been returning
week by week.
Alongside this joy, I continue to grieve that others of you are still unable
to come back, because this disease persists and you remain especially
vulnerable. I pray with you daily, that this may soon come to an end.
We have worked very hard to make St Nick’s feel and be as safe as it
possibly can be. In a world where everything feels different, our worship
feels different too. It is simpler, pared down, composed of its essential
parts. We gather to acclaim the death and resurrection of our Incarnate
God; and, at his table, he feeds us with his own life.
And we must ventilate! So the doors remain open. The sacrifice of praise
eddies out on the sea breeze, over ground which has long been
hallowed, and into the city. Our calling, as a parish church, is just this:
to sanctify both people and place, with the proclamation of God’s New
Creation.
2020 has been a year in which we have learned to live more in the
present. This is as true for us as a church as for any of us individually.
We do not know what the winter will bring; we pray that things will at
least remain stable, and – let us not cease to be hopeful - perhaps even
improve. We must try to be content with things being more basic, more
manifestly contingent on circumstance than they may have seemed in
the past.
There is perhaps an unforeseen gift in this: that we hold fast to the
things that matter, and truly endure.
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It may also help us a little to remember our Christian history. We might
recall the destruction of the last world war; and how Christian
communities rebuilt not only their own sanctuaries, but also their
neighbourhoods, prayer by prayer and brick by brick.
We could look further back, to the women and men of the Church who
covertly celebrated the sacraments, at risk of punishment by Puritan
fanatics.
Earlier still, our forebears in faith celebrated mass in underground
cemeteries, to avoid trial and death under Roman rule.
The list could go on…
The affairs of the world are transient; but as Christians we persevere. We
do so not because we are especially bloody-minded, but because we rest
upon God’s changelessness. He remains present, faithful. His love is our
sustenance. We hold fast to the New Creation he has begun in Christ,
and claim it as our hope.
With love and prayer,
Fr Dominic
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Returning to Worship in the ‘New Normal’

I asked congregation members for their thoughts on the resumption of
services since restrictions were partly lifted. There followed some very
interesting responses...
Five very strange months and after
I should like to share with you all what a wonderful difference it has
made to me to be able to come into our dear St Nick’s once again.
Having my faith and prayers has helped me to get through these last
very strange five months.
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But now to be able to sit and watch Father Dominic or Mother Jess
prepare and serve the blessed Eucharist has given me the closeness that I
have missed.
The Eucharist to me has always been the most important part of my
worship.
For its then I feel the closest to our dear Lord
And to be able to see the faces of my friends is just an added joy.
I would like to thank Father Dominic, Mother Jess, Amanda (the
Churchwarden) and all the servers who have helped make this possible
Bless us all. Stay safe.
Hazel Finnis
A Haiku
For my reflection on returning to church after lockdown, I wanted to
tackle a poetic response to the current guidelines that we are required to
follow.
I suppose what was most notable and apparent to me were the
restrictions on singing… and so this was my starting point for this
exercise. But as I reviewed Government and Church guidance, I
expanded my theme to encompass some of the aspects of the guidance
that I find most difficult.
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Instructions for Group Worship - Five Haiku
i
Hand sanitisers
should be made available
at all entrances
ii
Singing, chanting, or
playing of wind instruments
should be avoided
iii
The priest should release
consumables into the
hand. Avoid contact.
iv
Congregations are
still not permitted to sing
as part of worship.
v
The congregation
should be encouraged to leave
the building promptly.
Jude Mills
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No pun intended!
First off: Where has the cat got to?? Our first Eucharist
together, and in walks a cat - a wonderfully insouciant
creature, it strolled down the nave, had a sniff around the
altar, all the while remaining totally indifferent to our
carefully planned, socially-distanced seating arrangements.
Perhaps it's gone off to the CATholics? (sorry).
Returning to church has gladdened my heart in so many ways.
Firstly, before we could share in the Eucharist, there was the chance to
gather in the side aisle to pray. After months of lockdown, this proved a
highly emotional experience: the wind whipping up and creaking
around the rafters; that sense I always get of St Nick's as a living,
breathing building - an upside-down boat, if you like, cast upon stormy
seas and yet providing shelter - as indeed it has done for centuries.
Likewise, seeing our 'family' again at our first Eucharist remains a strong
and fond memory. A video link making the experience inclusive for
those sheltering at home; taking communion again after so many
months and seeing familiar faces once more - all such good things!
And now we have settled to - as much as I dislike the expression - a 'new
normal', and I have to say I am slightly baffled by the need to wear
masks when the church has been so beautifully arranged in respect of
the two-metre rule.
Similarly, the ruling concerning no singing: surely if we are wearing
masks, any by-product from over-enthusiastic vocals would be caught
by the mask and we could at least have joyfully expressed (albeit
muffled) hymn singing? But that is just me...
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Above all I am so happy to be back, and so grateful for all the hard work
of Fr Dominic, Mother Jess, the churchwarden, cantors and sidespeople.
Our church, despite all the odds, has continued to provide - to be a
living whole - recalling the words from Matthew: When two or three are
gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them
Louise Roddon
God will provide
In these strange times, more than ever, we may have been wondering
what is meant by God’s Providence. No doubt there are differing views.
For example, I know some Christians who told me, that when they were
late for an appointment, they turned the corner in their car, only to find
a parking space already provided for them.
However, believing in this kind of providence, while at the same time
witnessing children starving in war torn conflicts around the world,
seems to be incomprehensible and contradictory.
One definition of Providence, which I have found helpful, is that of the
Existentialist theologian, Paul Tillich (1886-1965) who defines it as: ‘In
every situation, there is the opportunity of salvation.’
One such situation, where salvation must have felt painfully absent, was
at the concentration camp at Auschwitz. On a particular day, when the
camp guards were dealing with an infraction of the rules, they went
along the line shooting every fourth prisoner.
When they came to one, he pleaded not to be killed for the sake of his
family. A Franciscan priest, Fr Maximilian Kolbe, offered to die in his
place.
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The guards accepted his offer, and led him away to starve to death in his
cell. A continuously burning Paschal candle can still be seen in the cell of
St Maximilian Kolbe today.
More contemporary examples might be crucially highlighting the plight
of refugees or offering kindness and encouragement to someone who
may be depressed and anxious about the reality of the covid19 virus and
its consequences.
Many of us may sometimes have the experience when praying about
circumstances, possibly involving ourselves and others, that somehow
reality can change, or even be transformed. We can also come to the
view, that in our intercessions, we are actually offering ourselves as
volunteers.
Surely the most appropriate response to God’s gift of the opportunity of
salvation in any and every situation, is one of gratitude and of saying,
‘Here I am, send me.’ (Isaiah 6.8)
Nigel Nash
Home to St Nicks
I find my thoughts about returning to St Nick’s are more about coming
home than returning.
It must be ten to fifteen years since I left St Nicholas’. Then it was with a
heavy heart, but circumstances were such that I could not stay. My late
husband, Martin, had been the Churchwarden through difficult times,
the death of our much loved priest, Derek Moody, which was followed
by a long interregnum.
St Nicholas’ was a very large part of our life. Not only the day to day
duties of the churchwarden but also our social life. Many of the
congregation became close friends.
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The Lent house groups were our first introduction to extending one’s
spiritual life into a domestic environment.
Martin and I had both been brought up very strict Roman Catholics. I
remember being quite shocked when Derek suggested coming to the
vicarage for a Eucharist. St Nicholas’ taught me that church was not
just a place you went to but a community you joined.
It’s been a happy experience to see so many familiar faces even if hair
has changed from brown to grey! It is sad that all the social events must
be on hold and that we communicate through masks, but it has to be.
I am very happy to be back or, perhaps I should say, to have come
home.
Frances Lindsay-Hills
Safely does it...
Today (30 August) was my first attendance since lockdown, having
followed online up to now. The work of our clergy to keep in touch with
and care for us, to acquire the expertise to get worship online and then
the church open safely has been exemplary and greatly appreciated.
Often I have felt the need to break away from the liturgy and found
stimulus, insight and inspiration from poetry, music and reflections
from looser forms of worship that we can access from radio, tv and
internet. Today added the missing element in all of this – the loving
community of worshippers that is St Nick’s.
(Add to this at home to be an armchair traveller and watch the Tour de
France wind its way round the stunning mountains of Alpes Maritimes
while that fiercely secular country France lovingly tells us the name of
every church and chapel the helicopter films – it was a good day)
Margaret Tuccori
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‘Kempe Corner’ - The Windows of Charles Eamer
Kempe
The re-opening of our beautiful church allows us to see again our
many treasures, including the magnificent Kempe stained glass
windows
Our virtual tour now takes us to the north wall, with six
windows depicting the events of Holy Week
The first of these, in the corner above the servery, shows Christ’s
triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday Line 19 tells us:
‘As he went along, people spread their cloaks on
the road. When he came near the place where the
road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole
crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in
loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord!”
The left and right halves of the window are
quite different, giving an interesting
disparity. As is well known, the left hand
window was smashed and boarded up for
many years. It was then recreated from
photographic records in 2008.
One addition is the inclusion of Fr. Derek Moody at Christ’s right
shoulder. Derek was vicar of St Nicholas’ from 1988-2005 and blessed
the writer’s marriage here 25 years ago this week, so this piece seems
like good timing!
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The right hand window is the original by Kempe and shows a much
darker and richer style. Members of the crowd in deep reds and blues
strew palm fronds before the procession, and spread a rich tasseled
cloak on the ground. Kempe loved a tassel !
At the top, the words ‘Ecce Rex Venit’ are from Zachariah 9.9: ”your king
is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey."(Each window on this north wall
has Old Testament words which pre-shadow the events of Holy Week)
Which half do you prefer? The Kempe original receives my vote,
perhaps you favour the restored one?
Brian Ogilvie

Fr Andrew Henderson
As many will know, Father Andrew recently left Brighton and is now
living in a residential care home near his family in Somerset. Hazel
insisted on penning and including this tribute to him and I am very glad
that she did !
Au revoir to our dear Andrew.
Like me you must be feeling very sad that you didn’t get to say goodbye
to him before he had to move away to the West Country due to health
reasons.
I counted him and dear Ralph my friends, they made a perfect pair, two
true gentlemen.
We shared so many happy times together and they were wonderful
hosts when people visited their lovely home.
I will so miss his quiet ways and gentle voice.
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Always when I shared my thoughts with him he made time to listen
with kindness and understanding and he was always there, whenever I
called upon him, no matter the time of day or night.
Once, I shared with him a problem with forgiveness which I had been
having for a long time and he said it was all right if you couldn’t forgive,
as long as you were able to pray for them.
And for me, that has always worked.
The happy thought now is that he is surrounded by his dear sisters and
family, a true man of God
All blessings on you our dear Andrew!
Hazel Finnis
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A lockdown discovery
Like many of us during lockdown, I spent some considerable time
clearing out cupboards, old box files and much ephemera –
‘decluttering’; such is the fashionable word.
One box file included some notes I had made from the St Nicholas’
archive, which I was asked to sort out over ten years ago.
Among the notes were snippets from old newspaper cuttings. One in
particular, struck me rather poignantly since Places of Worship were
closed to us and, as I live so very close to St Nicholas’,
I was conscious of looking out several times each day on our empty and
somewhat forlorn church. Although life had been sucked out of her four
walls, she still remained proud and knowing – confidently reminding
me that “this too shall pass”.
The newspaper cutting is an extract from The Sussex Daily News 3 May
1934 – author F.H.U:
…….I approached St Nicholas’ as a stranger – I had never been inside the
place before – and its mellow peace and proud ageless silence impressed
me immediately.
The trees crowd round, shielding the place even from God’s daylight; the
graves carve their strange chequered patterns on the ground, the traffic’s
voice drifts up from the road, mingled with oily breath of engines; houses
seem to have leaped up for jealous conspicuousness around the
churchyard walls.
But the church maintains its remote detachment – perhaps with eternal
dreams of the green salt-soaked Downs at her feet which ran down to the
tiny huddled hamlet spangled with nets and boats.
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Perhaps she sees again the menacing cloud of the French fleet – their
high-sterned squat ships with clumsy oars and sails, and the fleeing
terror of her flock; perhaps she reflects on the pompous Regency, the
magnificent carriages and the church parades; perhaps she lives again her
emotions as the town crept up the hill and gradually besieged her stone
walls with its battalion of modern housing.
But her legion of memories is her own.
Her grey face is as inscrutable as the Sphinx……………It is well worth
becoming acquainted with its half-forgotten fascinating story; mysterious
in its enigmatic solitude and its lonely contemplation of the missing
chapters of its history.
Our church building has a silhouette something like a sphinx on top of
the hill, especially in certain daylight conditions. For me during
lockdown, and to use the Sphinx-like analogy, she remained a guardian
of divine power, hope and wisdom when I was saddened by her closed
doors and silent bells.
What will she think of this chapter in her history, I wonder?
Michael Fisher
Vic Funnell
Recently Vic underwent hip surgery
and for the past few weeks has been
either in hospital or confined at home
recovering.
In order (hopefully!) to cheer him up,
Veronica and I prepared a mobile
cream tea and delivered this to him at
home.
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We had a very jolly time, particularly reminiscing about our jaunt to
Biggin Hill for his birthday last year when he flew “Biggles-like” in a
Spitfire. Photo here commemorates the Tea on Wheels.
Dear Vic, Get Well Very Soon.

Jo Baker

Update from Stephen Tucker
First things first: I am enjoying living in Truro; have bought a house
with which I am very happy; in a road named for a man, David
Penhaligon, the Liberal MP I much admired; and the move was
unequivocally the right thing to do. As for anything else I channel
Mother Julian.
I must confess to being entirely preoccupied with finding a new home
ever since I arrived and the request for an update arrived just after I had
collected the keys.
Initially hampered by lockdown and incommunicative estate agents,
everything proceeded very smoothly once I'd identified the property I
liked – though containing my impatience was sometimes another story
entirely.
With lockdown relaxed and reports of Brighton friends being able to
meet up filtering through, I actually felt more isolated than I had
previously and, although I am now able to see much more of the family,
a source of great joy, self-sufficiency is still largely the order of the day.
When I was a small, and often unhappy, child at boarding school, I
would slip out of bed to look at the moon drawing considerable comfort
from the idea that, if any of the family looked up, they would be
looking at the very same light in the sky.
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I must confess that watching the services from St Nick's has proved too
poignant, however I have become a regular attender at the cathedral and
there is solace and a sense of solidarity with you all knowing that I am
sharing a common and familiar pattern of prayer and celebration.
The fact that Truro Cathedral is All Saints, Hove, writ large, both having
been designed by the architect John Loughborough Pearson, has also
been curiously comforting - the anatomical familiarity offsetting any
sense of dislocation.
I was last at All Saints duetting Morecambe and Wise's 'Positive
Thinking’ and 'Bring Me Sunshine' in the BGMC Christmas show, songs
which have now acquired some significance as a personal form of
exhortation and intercession.
Nothing being fully operational and those organisations I had originally
intended to check out still in a state of suspended animation, a social life
beyond family members is non existent, though the prospect of visitors
has recently livened up the diary considerably.
I had thought, when I embarked on this journey back in November, to
have become a familiar face around the cathedral and possibly other
organisations such as U3A and a community choir by now; however the
requirement to be masked has rather put paid to that idea. Without the
cachet of The Lone Ranger or Zorro, one is just a muffled might be.....
Stephen Tucker
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A view from the tower
Walking to church a couple of Sundays ago I was able to hear the sound
of our wonderful bells for the first time in many months.
Hearing them reminded of a venture during a Saturday church watch
just before lockdown when I climbed up to the top of St Nick’s tower (as
you do !)
We had been asked by a local photographer Mathia Davies if she could
take some photographs from the top of the tower, so she and I and Hugh
from the bell ringers climbed sets of steep and narrow twisting ladders
to emerge on the outside walkway with a view across Brighton and
beyond.
The magnificent houses, seafront, and beach at Kemp Town were
particularly noticeable. I realised at that point just how panoramic the
view would have been looking south from St Nick’s before the
extraordinary growth of Brighton from the mid 19th century onwards
slowly and inexorably began to climb the hill and close in on the
church....
Mathia is a volunteer for the Regency Society whose wonderful online
archive (below) contains some fascinating local photos from the 1940s to
the 1970s
https://www.regencysociety-jamesgray.com/
Her visit was for the taking of pictures for a ‘now and then’ look at the
area around the top of Church Street, in particular the maze of houses
and workshops which were demolished to make room for the building
of the new school in the mid 1960s.
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The pictures show Church Street
at its junction with New Dorset
Street in the 1950s, and now. Plus
ca change !

Many thanks to the Regency
Society for the use of the above
picture.

Brian Ogilvie

Last word
Last word in this edition goes to Matt Suter who penned this lovely
poem to mark his return to worship at St Nicks
Lockdown over?
Can you remember that fateful spring?
I never felt so sad, as when the church,
Closed.
Cancelling Easter!
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And the long road back,
Was fraught with fear.
That we would never come back,
To worship communally.
That Sunday morning feeling
With sunlight beaming through,
The stained glass windows.
Here now, together we,
We who love our God,
Eternally.
I sure am glad to be back.
Thanks to Matt. His poem also made me also think of those who, for
whatever reason, have as of yet been unable to return to church.
Are you in this position ? If so, perhaps you could pen a short piece for
the November newsletter to let the congregation know your story, your
experience of lockdown, and your aim for future attendance (hopefully!)
Brian Ogilvie
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People and Contacts
Parish Office: St Nicholas’ Church, Church Street, Brighton, BN1 3LJ
Tel: 01273 205360 Email: parishoffice@stnicholasbrighton.org.uk
Vicar: Fr Dominic Keech
Tel: 01273 770324, email: frdominickeech@gmx.co.uk
Fr Dominic’s rest day is Monday
Churchwarden: Mrs Amanda Ogilvie
Tel: 07817194311, email: a.j.ogilvie94@gmail.com
For service times on Sundays and weekdays, please see:
https://www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk/
The Friends of St Nicholas
Formed to support the PCC in maintaining the building
(Charity No. 1046054)
Contact: Josephine Baker, Membership Secretary c/o The Church
For further details of membership and events see:
http://stnicholasbrighton.wixsite.com/thefriends
Website: www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk /
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicsBrighton
Twitter: @StNicsBrighton / Charity No.: 1131831
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