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From the Curate 
 
Despite the uncertainty of the current months, and the winter ahead, 
there is something well worth celebrating at St Nicholas this November. 
 
On 8th November four candidates from our church will be confirmed by 
the Bishop of Lewes. We suspect this is the first confirmation in the 
diocese since the beginning of lockdown in March.  
 
Throughout September and October, the candidates have met weekly 
together with two other members of the congregation who wished to 
explore their faith further. Our group has brought together people of 
very different experiences of church and faith, who have all been called 
to worship at St Nicholas. Together we have attempted to answer the 
seemingly unanswerable question: what does it mean to be an Anglican, 
to belong to the body of Christ in the Church of England?  
 
If I were to ask you why you were an Anglican, I wonder what your 
answer would be. It is a question that people often answer in the 
negative – they explain why they are not a Roman Catholic, not a 
Baptist, not a Methodist.  
 
This is, largely, the fault of the Anglican Church itself. In our noble 
attempt to unite many diverse strands of Christian thought and carve a 
middle way between Protestantism and Catholicism, the Church of 
England shies away from defining statements of belief.  
 
This is a church that allows you to accept only two sacraments, or 
acknowledge that of the seven only two were ordained by Christ. It 
leaves the decision to you, and to your conscience.   
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However, the Church of England is far from individualistic. Instead, it 
has long pointed to its liturgy as the place to find the full expression of 
its teaching, and especially those liturgical texts which the whole people 
of God say together.  
 
Those shared texts of the Eucharist: the confession, the gloria, the creed, 
the responses and concluding prayer in the intercessions, the sanctus and 
agnus dei, the Lord’s Prayer are all confessions of belief even as they are 
words of worship. And their fullness can only be expressed when many 
voices learn to say them in harmony through the long practice of shared 
worship.  
 
It is why the Amen at the end of the Eucharistic prayer is so vital, and 
should be said with such conviction. It is our assent, together, as the 
gathered people of God, to the salvific work of Christ in the incarnation, 
and to the descent of the Holy Spirit which makes Christ’s sacrifice 
present for us in the gifts of bread and wine.  
 
It is a statement of belief in the fact that we can be united together in 
Christ’s body, that we can be strengthened with his Spirit, and that we 
can be sent out to continue his mission and his ministry. 
 
It is a prayer that God will take the offering we make of ourselves and 
unite it with his self-offering so that we and all the world may be 
renewed in the image of his glory. 
 
The confirmation service, like so much this year, will be rather different.  
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This will not be a coming together of churches in the deanery, the 
joining of different Anglican traditions to confess their shared faith and 
pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit to confirm God’s disciples in their 
faith.  
 
The limited capacity of St Nicholas means there will be very few 
members of the congregation who will be able to join to support the 
candidates and pray with them and for them as some of them receive 
communion for the first time.  
 
But, in the months and years ahead, we will assent to our shared 
identity together in Christ and our common faith as we say together 
with them the prayer and worship of our Church.  

 
Mother Jessica 

 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2019-2020 
 
This meeting was postponed from its usual time in the spring and took 
place on Sunday October 25th after the Dedication Service at 10.30.  

 
Over the past few weeks much loved and much missed elements in the 
10.30 service have reappeared. Organ music, a small choir in the chancel 
on alternate weeks with the cantor. And for the Dedication Service the 
church reached its full complement of 50 for the first time.  
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There were fewer than that for the meeting but another St Nick's 
tradition resurfaced – loving-kindness  hospitality - as the soon- to- be- 
elected new churchwardens, Veronica Thomason and Mike Jackson, 
served wine and cheese straws to each one of us in our seats, duly 
observing all the Covid protocols. We were off to a very good start. 
 
Amanda relinquished her role as Churchwarden, with warm words of 
thanks from Father Dominic for her unstinting work through the past 4 
years, and particularly through this past extended year where for the 
last few months she had been on her own after Stephen Tucker's 
departure. Mother Jess presented her with a bouquet and gift amid 
appreciative applause from the congregation. 
 
The only candidates  as the new churchwardens – Veronica and Mike  - 
were swiftly and unanimously elected and we moved into the report 
session of the meeting. Speaking of the past extraordinary year Fr 
Dominic said the reports presented were a snapshot of our life before 
lockdown and it was important now not to look back, but take stock of 
what we had held on to and to look forward.  
 
We had held together, the PCC and other office holders had remained in 
touch and continued working together – all staying in post beyond the 
time they had committed to.  
 
The admin office, the music office had slowly returned to work, pastoral 
care and outreach work had continued and he paid tribute to the work 
of Mother Jess and Lesley AnneDi Marco in building confidence. 
 
With respect to changes in Governance regulations it was now possible 
to have more people on the PCC. At present we have 9 and it was felt 
that a larger PCC would be unwieldy. This was put to the vote and it 
was agreed to remain with 9. 
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Miranda Sinyard, Matt Suter, Andy Kemp, Jo Baker and Clemmie 
Leyland were elected to the PCC 
 
Louise Rodden and Dominic de Souza Campbell and Nigel Nash were 
elected as our Deanery Synod representatives  
 
There are now 135 on the Electoral Roll – 79 women and 56 men 
 
Mike Jackson presented the accounts for the year. 
 
As the meeting drew to a close Veronica thanked Fr Dominic and Mthr 
Jess, with Amanda and Stephen for all they have done to get us through 
these extraordinary times. 
 
Everyone who had worked to set up and deliver this Parish Meeting was 
well aware that  outside it was not the usual spring sunshine but a 
stormy autumn day with all the doors of an unheated church  wide open 
and they ensured that the business was conducted in a timely and 
efficient manner – much appreciated by everyone. 
  
        Margaret Tuccori 
 

An Appreciation of Churchwardens 

An address given by the Vicar at the Annual Parish Meeting 

‘Before we proceed to the one item on our agenda, I want to offer a few 
words of appreciation of our outgoing Churchwarden, Amanda Ogilvie, 
who is standing down at this meeting.  

I speak personally first, to thank Amanda for her support of me as 
incumbent over nearly four years. A key element of the Churchwarden’s 
role is to help the vicar stay sane!  
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In countless ways both small and substantial, Amanda has done that 
with steadfastness, and has been a critical friend. My gratitude to her is 
sincere.  

On behalf of the parish church, I thank Amanda for her service to this 
community: both the community of worshipping Christians who gather 
here week by week; but also – and very importantly – to the diverse 
people of this parish, to whom Amanda has represented the church, and 
vice versa.  

For much of this year Amanda has held office on her own, and in 
extraordinary circumstances. Throughout all of this challenging time, 
she has remained committed to the ministry of St Nicholas’, and her 
hard work and vision have been vital in helping us reach this state of 
relative stability, where we can meet and worship together again.  

I am delighted that Amanda will for the time being continue to lead our 
engagement with the council’s churchyard conservation project. We look 
forward to seeing these plans for the rejuvenation of the green spaces 
come to fruition in the not too distant future. With this presentation as a 
token of our thanks, we wish Amanda a well-deserved rest!’ 

Following the election of Mike Jackson and Veronica Thomason as 
Churchwardens, I thanked Mike and Veronica for standing for office, and 
assured them of our support, as they support us in the months ahead.  

‘As we congratulate Mike and Veronica, it is important to make clear 
that they have agreed to be Wardens on an interim basis, to carry us 
forward into 2021. Mike and Veronica have both been Churchwardens 
before.  
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We can be grateful that they bring their prior knowledge to this office in 
a challenging transitional period. However, it is important for our long 
term flourishing as a parish church that new people should come 
forward to take up this role.  

Please bear this in mind as we look past this year and towards the next 
Annual Parish Meeting, which will – God willing – take place in the 
spring of 2021. If you might consider standing as a Warden in future, 
please do speak to me, the current Wardens, or to anyone who has 
previously served as a Warden.’ 

What does a Churchwarden do? 

Churchwardens are elected annually under the provisions of the 
Churchwardens Measure 2001 by the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, 
as the senior laypeople of the parish and congregation.  

Their term of office is one year, and they may serve for up to six 
consecutive terms of office. They are the Bishop’s officers, and are 
admitted to office each year. Their first responsibility is to the Bishop, 
usually via the Archdeacon. They, with the parish priest, are generally 
responsible for the day-to-day functioning of the parish. 

Churchwardens are vital to the health and wellbeing of our church 
communities. It is an important and, at times, a demanding role. 

The Canons of the Church of England [Canons E1.4 and E1.5] state that 
churchwardens shall be foremost in representing the laity and in 
cooperating with the incumbent; they shall use their best endeavours by 
example and precept to encourage the parishioners in the practice of 
true religion and to promote unity and peace among them.  

They shall also maintain order and decency in the church and 
churchyard, especially during the time of divine service.  
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The property, in the plate, ornaments and other moveable goods of the 
church, is vested in them, and they should keep an up-to-date inventory 
of these items, and deliver them to their successors. 

Churchwardens should: 

 care for and support the parish priest, and be people to whom the 
incumbent can turn to for advice and support 

 try to ensure that the incumbent is relieved of superfluous 
administrative, and other, tasks 

 provide feedback, as a ‘critical friend’, for the parish priest 

 care for the congregation and encourage people in their Christian 
faith 

 help to resolve disputes or disagreements amongst the 
congregation or with the parish priest, or with the local 
community 

 When any concerns arise, they should consult the Area Dean 
and/or Archdeacon. 

Churchwardens should have a set of keys for the church. They should 
attend services regularly, and normally arrive in good time to support 
the welcome group, be present for any refreshments, and assist in 
tidying up after services.  

During a vacancy in a parish, the churchwardens, along with the Area 
Dean, are responsible for ensuring that worship, pastoral care and 
mission continues in the parish, and for supporting any assistant clergy, 
lay ministers, staff and volunteers in the parish in their responsibilities. 

The way in which churchwardens exercise their office will vary from 
parish to parish. 
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From the helpful outline by Ven. William Jacob; used with permission of the 
diocese of London: https://www.london.anglican.org/kb/churchwardens/ 

Further information can also be found here: 
https://cofechichester.contentfiles.net/media/documents/document/2018/
11/Being_a_Churchwarden.pdf 

Father Dominic 

Thank you Amanda 
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On 25 October at our APCM, we were able to express just a little of our 
thanks to Amanda for her dedication as a Churchwarden for the last 
four and a half years, and especially her tireless work to reopen our 
Church for worship since July.  
 
Amanda's focus on representing the parish to the Church and the 
Church to the parish, particularly in our green spaces, has been vital for 
our mission and ministry, and we are delighted that she will continue to 
work with the council on our Section 106 funding. Thank you Amanda.  
 
Amanda also reminded us all that God calls us to serve him with the 
gifts and talents we have, and encouraged everyone to consider whether 
they might have a vocation to be Churchwarden. Do pray about how 
God is calling you to serve our parish - you may well be surprised! 
 

Mother Jessica 
 
Welcome to the PCC 

Following the APCM  I asked some new PCC members to say a little 
about themselves, and also something they hope to see happen during 
their stint. Andrew, Clemmie, and Jo replied...... 

For those who don’t know me, my name is Andrew 
Kemp, although you may be more familiar with my 
son, Alexander, whom I take to Junior Church. My 
wife Amber, son and I have been part of the St 
Nicholas family for over four years.  

We have always enjoyed the support and reception 
you have all provided, which is why I am truly 
thrilled for this opportunity to become a PCC 

member, and extend that same support to new families.  
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As this will be my first time as a PPC member I look forward to hearing 
from current and past members regarding their experiences and any 
guidance so that I can provide the best possible representation and 
support in the coming months. 

         Andrew Kemp 

Hi I’m Clemmie,I first started coming to St 
Nicks when we moved back to Brighton in 
2001.  Since then I’ve ‘been around a bit’ with 
the various roles I’ve taken on over the years.   
 
When our children were younger I started off 
helping out at Junior Church.  Our daughter, 
who was at St Paul’s School, later sang in the 
choir for a long time.  I’ve been a reader of the 

Sunday Service Lesson, and I’ve been one of the Sidespersons for some 
time now which is really enjoyable.    
 
In 2012 I joined the Board of the Friends of St Nicholas. It was chaired at 
that point by Richard Hall and we had some great times fundraising for 
the church.   So I guess you could say I have experience in diverse but of 
course all equally important areas. 
 
We know we are facing unprecedented times at the moment, and the 
challenges we face are significant.  My day job often involves 
considering issues around change management.  I’m looking forward to 
being on the PCC.  One thing I want to achieve is supporting the 
leadership by focusing on what we can do, rather than what we can’t.  
As they say, crisis can also bring great opportunity. 
 

Clemmie Leyland 
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I’ve been on the PCC before in the role of churchwarden which I fulfilled 
from 2011-2016, so I’m not new to this, but 
things have probably changed in the last 
four years so I’m ready for a new learning 
curve. Many of you may already know me 
because of my previous role.  

I’m now fully retired and since 2016 have 
been volunteering in a charity shop in 
Haywards Heath which is run for the benefit of St Peter and St James 
Hospice in Wivelsfield.  This work has very enjoyably taken up some of 
my spare time.  

I’m very pleased to have been elected to the Council and am looking 
forward to assisting church colleagues in building a thriving and happy 
church community when the current restrictions imposed as a result of 
the COVID pandemic are reduced and, hopefully, soon lifted.  

I’m hoping we can encourage the younger generation to join us at St 
Nicholas’ as this is obviously where the future of Christianity lies. 
Without the youngsters we are lost.  
 
I’m looking forward to working with you, and for you, in my new role 
as a PCC representative. 
          Jo Baker 

‘Kempe Corner’ - The Windows of Charles Eamer 
Kempe  
 
After the APCM on a peaceful Sunday afternoon we finished clearing 
and cleaning an empty church (an ex-warden’s job never ends !) in 
readiness for the floor polishing the following week  
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This gave me the chance to look again in detail at one of the finest of our 
18 Kempe stained glass windows – the Last Supper on the north wall, 
the second of the six windows depicting the events of Holy Week  
        

Old Testament prophets are shown at 
the top of these windows, in this case 
Ezekiel, with prophetic text from his 
book at 34:23 :  
 
”I will set up one shepherd over them, and 
he shall feed them”.  
 
Christ’s features are beautifully 
composed and show his knowledge 
and acceptance of the fate which soon 
awaits , as also identified by the knife 
on the table pointing towards him, also 
the nails on the floor……   
 
 

 
Note John the ‘beloved disciple’ at Jesus’ right shoulder. He asks Jesus 
who is to betray him, after being requested by Peter to do so. This is 
Judas of course but why is he missing here?   We are clearly to 
understand the he has already fled the scene to earn his 30 pieces of 
silver! 
 
John  6:67-71 “Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And 
yet one of you is a devil.” He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, 
one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 
 
The words of the Sursum Corda (Book of Common Prayer version) run 
across the window : Priest: ‘Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God’ 
People: ‘It is meet and right so to do’  
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Kempe depicted the Last Supper many times in this career, although in 
Sussex the only other copy I have been able to find is in St Giles at 
Coldwaltham near Pulborough. Another ancient church to visit when 
this wretched Covid has eased its grip….. 
 
Oh and can you spot the Kempe wheatsheaf on this lovely window? 
 
         Brian Ogilvie 
A child is born ! 
 

  
 
Clementine Hazel Bella Olive Brooklyn, born 1 September 2020 
weighing 7lbs 1 oz, with curly brown hair and blue eyes. She’s doing 
very well - cooing and smiling and sleeping like a dream. We look 
forward to bringing her to church very soon (COVID permitting). Best 
wishes to all and hope to see you soon.  
 
     Meredith and James Brooklyn 
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Preparation for the Sabbath - 1832-style 

In the September magazine, I wrote a short article on ‘A Lockdown 
Discovery’.  Among other papers and notes I was sorting out during 
lockdown, I came across a very small ‘Brighton Handbook for the 
Tourist: 1832’, which I had found in a junk shop in the early 1970s – long 
forgotten and a joy to rediscover: 

BRIGHTON 

  AS IT IS, 

     1832. 

Exhibiting all the latest Improvements 

           IN THAT FASHIONABLE WATERING PLACE 

There is a section on PLACES OF WORSHIP, which invites the reader to 
prepare for some acknowledgement of the Sabbath before heading up 
the hill to The Old Church (‘where the elevation of its situation, is not only 
an excellent sea-mark, but the view from the church-yard is one of the most 
extensive in the vicinity’) or to contemplate attending one of the other 
churches and chapels in the town.   

PREPARATION FOR THE SABBATH 

‘Having thus far accompanied you the reader in your daily researches within 
the limit of the town, we now propose directing you to the means afforded for 
engaging in the public ordinances of religion, and for the occupation of some of 
the hours of the Sabbath; that “Day of the week the best, Emblem of eternal 
rest”.   
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Nor can we do this without affectionately reminding you that you are an 
immortal being, and entreating that you will avail yourself of some of the means 
here afforded for engaging in “work and worship so divine,” remembering, that 
whatever be the motive which has directed you to this spot, it is the God who 
commanded to “keep holy the Sabbath day,” and who is the only “Author of 
every good and perfect gift,” upon whose blessing the attainment of the desired 
object exclusively depends. 

Is that object the renovation of impaired health?  “He healeth all thy diseases; 
He redeemeth thy life from destruction, and crowneth thee with loving kindness 
and tender mercies.”  Is tranquillity and freedom from worldly care the blessing 
desired? “Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from 
fear of evil.”  Do you come in search of esteemed friends or beloved relatives, 
and have you left your place of abode to the care of others? “Thine own friend 
and thy father’s friend forsake not,” so shall “thy house be safe from fear, 
neither shall the rod of God be upon it;” and, to sum up every argument in one, 
“What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” 

Nor can we conclude this introduction without entering our protest against the 
open profanity of the holy Sabbath, so daringly manifested in the practice of 
SUNDAY TRAVELLING, and SUNDAY PLEASURE PARTIES, a practice 
at once hostile to the best interests of those who indulge in it, contrary to the 
express command of Jehovah, and productive of incalculable evils to the 
character and unnumbered vices……………..’ 

What floods through our minds as we contemplate modern-day 
preparation for worship compared with that of our fellow-worshippers 
188 years ago, I wonder? And as for SUNDAY PLEASURE 
PARTIES………..…Discuss! 

                      Michael Fisher 
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United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG) 

USPG is one of the charities supported by all of us at  St. Nicholas.  

It is the Anglican Mission Agency that partners churches and 
communities worldwide in God’s mission to enliven faith, strengthen 
relationships, unlock potential and champion justice.  

We had planned a tea party to introduce USPG in more detail, taking a 
closer look at its work in the Sri Lanka Tea Plantations, that I was 
privileged to visit as a participant on its Expanding Horizons 
Programme and to explore together its global work.  

We will be able to do this as soon as we are able to gather again for such 
joyful occasions.  

During the past month we have been praying for the work of USPG and 
some of you will have joined its Study Course, facilitated by Veronica.  

You can find  this and other resources  on the website, including the 
magazine ‘Koinonia” (Fellowship) and everything about its work. If you 
want more information and cannot access the internet do let me 
Veronica or Amy know - we will do our best to help you  

The Christmas Appeal this year is ‘Promise of Hope’ Health 
Strengthening/Preventing Mother to Child HIV Transmission (PMTCT). 
The Tanzanian Church has been working with Tanzania’s Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare since 2014.   

O God, you are one, make us one.  (From India) 

https://www.uspg.org.uk 

Lesley Anne Di Marco 
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Children’s Mass 

Throughout summer, we took advantage of the good weather and our 
churchyard to enjoy our Children’s liturgy outside during the Parish 
Eucharist. We told the story of Moses over several weeks with lots of 
movement and playacting:  the churchyard served as Egyptian palaces, 
pyramid construction sites, the desert and the Red Sea, which the 
children crossed enthusiastically several times. We didn’t find manna in 
the wilderness, but we did eat mulberries from the mulberry tree.  
 
As autumn set in, however, we had to come up with a new plan, 
because, in an embarrassment of riches, we have far too many children 
to be socially distant in the community room. So, in consultation with 
the parents, we launched our Children’s Mass in October.  
 
This 30 minute service takes place on the second and fourth Sundays of 
each month and expands the liturgy we used to use in Junior Church to 
reflect the Parish Eucharist more closely.   
 
We focus on helping the children to worship, to learn how to respond 
together as the body of Christ as well as in private prayer to God. They 
have most fun at the ‘gloria’ where, to celebrate God’s love, they ring 
bells and shake instruments loud enough for the angels to hear them in 
heaven. The liturgy and the storytelling is aimed at primary school 
children, but we’re looking forward to some of our older children 
returning as altar servers in November!  
 
We’ve been pleased to see familiar faces at the two services in October, 
as well as some old friends and some new children from St Paul’s 
School. We hope this service continues to grow so that the children can 
be supported in their prayer and worship, particularly during this 
difficult time. If you’d like flyers to give to any young families, speak to 
the clergy. Newcomers are most welcome!  

Mother Jessica 



St Nick’s News 
The Parish Magazine of St Nicholas of Myra, Brighton:  Nov 2020 

 
 

20 
 

Family Support Work(FSW) update 
 
Dear Friends, I write this just after the Harvest festival for many 
churches. We have been humbled by the generosity of many parishes 
who have continued to collect both food and monetary donations. As we 
enter further into autumn these contributions will be put to very good 
use with our families.  
 
It has been a challenging month with the return to school bringing 
positives and negatives . There is relief that children are able to restart 
their education and socialise again, but the effect of lockdown has meant 
that some families are struggling hugely with their mental health and 
finances. We are also getting new referrals regularly as teachers and 
other professionals recognise a need for support that has developed over 
the last six months. 
 
We are trying hard to replace lost income with a number of virtual 
events happening between now and Christmas. We would love to see as 
many people as possible join in – all the information can be found on the 
Events page of our website. The recent abseil at Peacehaven Cliffs was a 
great success with over £13,000 being raised, so thank you to everybody 
who supported that event. 
 
We would normally be in a very busy period of meetings, talks and 
events in parishes throughout Sussex. In the absence of these we are still 
very conscious of all the prayer, practical and financial support being 
given so although we are not able to see you all in person, please know 
that we are extremely grateful to you all for your continued support of 
our work. 
 
Last month’s work in numbers 
 

 242 (socially distanced) visits to families and 134 phone calls 
supporting 49 grandparents, 318 parents and 305 children 
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 28 supported meetings (virtually via Zoom/Skype etc.) with other 
agencies 

 265 deliveries of food and other items (such as children’s activities) 
made 

 
Prayer points 

 Pray for two young people in families we support on their courses 
at Oxbridge after overcoming significant challenges at home 

 Wisdom and strength for our Trustees and senior management 
team in important decisions over the coming weeks 

 
Nikki Kerr, FSW  

 
Last word 

On behalf of St Nicks, Last Word in this edition is for the editor to thank 
Richard Holmes of rh bespoke wood floors in Hove for his incredibly 
hard and skilled work cleaning and oiling the church floor last week. 
 
I hope you will agree that the floor now looks wonderful. Well done 
Richard ! 
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People and Contacts 
Parish Office: St Nicholas’ Church, Church Street, Brighton, BN1 3LJ 
Tel: 01273 205360 Email: parishoffice@stnicholasbrighton.org.uk 

Vicar: Fr Dominic Keech 
Tel: 01273 770324, email: frdominickeech@gmx.co.uk 
Fr Dominic’s rest day is Monday 

Churchwardens: 
Mike Jackson 
Tel: 01273760133, email: mikejack16@btinternet.com 
 
Veronica Thomason 
Tel: 01273205004,email: vjt4@btinternet.com 
 
For service times on Sundays and weekdays, please see: 
 https://www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk/ 
  
The Friends of St Nicholas 
Formed to support the PCC in maintaining the building  
(Charity No. 1046054) 
Contact: Josephine Baker, Membership Secretary c/o The Church  
For further details of membership and events see: 
http://stnicholasbrighton.wixsite.com/thefriends 
 

Website: www.stnicholasbrighton.org.uk / 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StNicsBrighton 

Twitter: @StNicsBrighton / Charity No.: 1131831 

 


